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W w elcome to a double issue of Script , combining the 
last two issues of Volume 4. Sadly, it is also the last issue 
we intend to produce. 

Once again, we must apologise for missing our promised 
publication date. The demands of our main activity of 
writing software continues to disrupt our schedules for 
Script. This is the main reason we have decided to cease 

publication. 

Also, our recent readers survey showed that many of you 
don't like the joint PC/PCW format, and that there's a 
conflict between articles for new users and those for the 
experienced and adventurous. 

f 

If you've just started to use LocoScript, there's much of 
interest in the back issues of Script. Most of the material is 
as relevant today as the day it was published. So we will 
continue to make the back issues available - see the order 
form on the address label for this issue. So that you can see 
at a glance what we've covered over the years, there's a 
complete index in the centre pages of this issue. 

Advanced topics for the PCW are now covered very well 
by two independent magazines. Liz Bruce's articles in 
PCW Plus and the LocoScript Specials in PCW User should 
go a long way to filling the gap left by Script , and well be 
keeping these magazines up to date with developments. 

For the PC there are many topics we have not covered in 
the joint issues. Whilst we don't intend to start a regular 
Script ZPC, we will be gathering these hints, tips and 
occasional longer articles together - so make sure you have 
registered your copy of LocoScript so that we can keep 
you informed of what we produce. 

Looking back over the four years of Script, we've enjoyed 
bringing you articles as varied as the inner workings of 
Layouts and using LocoFile to select cocktails. 

This last issue is no exception, covering topics ranging 
from how one enthusiastic user is providing a purpose- 
made system for parish administration to the inside story 
on how our support department uses LocoScript both to 
keep track of and to automate its correspondence . 
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New LocoSorlpf 

The main news is the new LocoScript 
that we've produced for IBM PCs and 
compatibles - ^Script Professional. 

The new LocoScript has a number of 
features that we believe you will find 
attractive - like columns, footnotes, 
date and time codes, thesaurus, on- 
screen help.... 

For more information turn to page 4. 

L0C0 Script Professional products 

I~~pc~I As well as producing the new 
program, we are also in the process of 
producing a range of extra products to 
use alongside iOCO Script Professional. 

The first of these is a set of language 
support packs, containing both the 

dictionary and the thesaurus for a 
particular language (where these are 
available). 

Packs are currently available for the 
following languages: American, Dutch, 
French, French Canadian, German, 
Italian, Norwegian (Bokmal), Spanish, 
Swedish, and Swiss German. Each pack 
costs £49.95+VAT and comes with a 
book that explains both how to install the 
new dictionary and thesaurus and how to 
use them in your work. 

Then there are a couple of 'Font' 
products, again at £49.95+VAT each. 

The first is a set of eleven 24 Pin Printer 
Fonts for use on LQ- and Proprinter- 
compatible printers (which covers most 
24-pin printers and bubblejet printers). 
These offer typefaces from formal ones 
for business use to decorative styles such 
as Script and Old English. 


The other product is a set of So~ a a ~ 
Sans Serif soft fonts for use on HP 
LaserJet printers (plus, of course, any 
compatible printers). These fonts will 
be available in normal, bold and italic 
typestyles and you will be able to print 
at any point size on a LaserJet that 
supports scalable fonts. On other 
LaserJet printers, the fonts will be 
available at 8, 10, 12 and 14pt. 

The important feature of all these fonts 
is that you can print any character in 
the LocoScript Character Set. 

Last but not least, we've produced a 
new version of LocoLink to walk with 
LOCO Script Professional. 

Note: The LocoFont 24 PC, LocoLink 
and European language dictionaries 
that you have bought to use wi 
LocoScript PC can also be used with 



LOCO 


I Script Professional. 
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fTc~| A group a: H j, 
raising money for Multiple Sclerosis by 
offering to transfer fil 0b wrtT t »' "» 1 3 

PCW discs and either 33F or 5JT PC 
discs. The se" :e core £- oe r PIT ’ 


■ ~ - 


nies 


the cost 


disc, irrespec: ve of : 
to be transferred, am 
of the PC discs and 1st class return 

postage. 

If you want to take advantage of this 
service (rather than transfer the files 
yourself eg. by using LocoLink), send 
your PCW discs and a cheque for £6 
per PCW disc (made payable to 
Multiple Sc ec > ft ear Upfield, 
Computer Centre; University of Hull, 

Hull HU6 7RX (Tel: 0482 465248). 
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LocoScripting People 

I pcw/pc i If you use LocoScript to run a 
club or a subscription list, then a book 
due out in September could be just what 
you need. Called 'LocoScripting People', 

it covers the practical aspects of 

\ 

administering a list of members - from 
sorting out what information to store in 
the datafile to printing reminder letters 
together with address labels when they 
have failed to pay their subscriptions. 

It has been written by Richard Clayton, 
locomotive s Technical Director, in 
collaboration with his mother, jane 
Clayton, who is a 'real’ user. They say 
their aim is to 'give you back your 
evenings'. 

The book starts by looking at the 
mechanics of setting up a members' 
datafile. It then goes on to describe how 
to get useful information out of the 
datafile (such as the number of people 
who come into a particular category); 

how to write letters to the relevant 
section of the membership; and how to 
generate address labels in the correct 
format for your labels stationery. It also 
explains how to change your datafile as 
your needs develop and how you stand 
in relation to the Data Protection Act, 
and gives practical information such as 
how to avoid sticking stamps on letters. 

Many of the actions discussed involve 
using Mailmerge programs, which are 
given in full in the book. Most of these 
work equally well on either a PCW or a 
PC, though a few of the labels programs 
have been included specifically to show 
how much easier labels are to generate in 
the new LCC0 Script Professional! If you run 
into difficulties with any program, there's 
a Troubleshooting section that explains 
how the authors would go about finding 
out where the mistake is in your program. 

'LocoScripting People' is being published 
by Sigma Press and will cost £1 2.95. 


LocoScript courses 

pcw/pc i Following our note in Issue 22, we were 
sent information about LocoScript courses run by 
the following organisations: 

• Hammersmith & Fulham Community Education 
service: Day and evening classes leading to the 
RSA I exam on PCWs. 

• Northgate Adult Education Service, Dereham, 
Norfolk: Day and evening classes on LocoScript 2 
covering RSA I, II and III. 

• Surrey Adult and Continuing Education: Basic 
word-processing using LocoScript 2, for either 
home use or returning to work (held at Stoneleigh) 

• The Earnley Concourse, Earn ley, Chichester, 
Sussex: Weekend courses on word-processing on 
Amstrad PCWs - one for beginners plus a follow- 
up course covering more advanced topics 
including LocoMail. 

You are also welcome to write in for a copy of 
our list of people offering training, training 
materials and/or consultancy. Inclusion on this list 
does not constitute a recommendation, but you 
could well find someone who suits your needs by 
phoning round the people listed in your area. 
(Please enclose an SAE.) 

Transferring to the new PcWs 

fpcwl If you intend to replace your old PCW8256, 
8512 or 9512 by one of the new PcWs, you have 
the problem of transferring all your work from the 
old 3" discs to the new 3 Yz discs. 

One possible solution to this problem is provided 
by 'PCW Linkit'. This comprises a cable to 
connect between the Expansion slots of the two 
machines, plus two discs - one for each machine. 
Each disc contains a Linkit program which you 
run under CP/M. This gives a file display rather 
like LocoScript's Disc Manager Screen. You 
simply 'tag' the files you want to transfer and then 
press rm to send them to the other machine. 

PCW Linkit costs £49.95 (inc. VAT) and is 
available from Wellington Business Services, 
Wellington House, 129 High Street, Hen ley-in- 
Arden, Warwickshire B95 5AU Tel: 0564 795025. 
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in May , we brought out a new LocoScript for the PC called L0CC Script Professional, with a 
number of the features that you have asked for in the past - such as columns, footnotes, 
thesaurus, date and time codes... We have also produced it at a price we feel sure will 
appeal to you: £99 +V AT for new users of LocoScript on the PC or £29. 9 5 +V AT for people 
upgrading from LocoScript PC. This article looks at what the new LocoScript has to offer. 


The original version of LocoScript for the PC 
was produced in response to a demand from 
PCW users who wanted to take advantage of 
the greater computing power of the PC range 
of computers while still keeping LocoScript for 
their word processing. As a result, 

LocoScript PC was to a great extent 
LocoScript 2 for the PCW transformed to run 
on a PC - though we did add a few extra 
features such as searching for files and split- 
screen editing, particularly in vl.5. 

Witj§ L0C0 Scripi Professional (which we 
abbreviate to Script ), we have produced a 
version of LocoScript designed for the PC - 
which itself takes advantage of the greater 
computing power of today's PCs. 

New features 


you just have to give it the text of the footnote 
and mark where it is referred to in the text. 
Script will even provide matching markers in 
the text and in the footnote, though you can set 
up your own markers if you prefer. And if you 
decide you'd like all the notes to be gathered 
at the end of the document instead, you can 
arrange this at the flip of a setting. 

There's also a Thesaurus to consult when you 
need help or inspiration in picking the right 
word to use, and a special date phrase which 
makes it incredibly easy to insert today's date 
into any document - complete with the correct 
day of the week if you want. And when you 
are uncertain what actions you need to take, 
you can simply press QO to call up Script's 
on-screen Help to find out which key to press 
next or what value to set. 


The extra computing power has let us include 
a number of features you've been asking for. 

For example, L0C0 Script Professional lets you lay 
out your text in up to four 'newspaper-style' 
columns across the page. You just specify the 
number of columns you want in your Layout, 
together with the size of gap that you want left 
between the columns, and Script does the rest 
- wrapping the text from column to column in 
much the same way that it wraps text from 
page to page. 

Script can also arrange for footnotes to be 
printed at the bottom of the correct page: 


(There's a full list of the new features overleaf.) 


Easier to use 


We have also put a lot of work into making 
Script easier to 'drive' and more like the other 
programs you might use on your PC. 

In particular, we've made it possible to drive 
all the menus by cursoring to the option you 
are interested in and pressing iia . You don't, 
for instance, have to remember to tick the 
font or the paper that you want to use: 
instead you can just pick it out with the cursor 
and press d nte0 # 




We also wanted to make the status the menus 
select easier to see, so we've made whether 
particular features are shown or hidden explicit 
in the menu rather than a matter of whether the 
appropriate option is ticked or not. As a result, 
the Script version of a menu can look very 
different from the equivalent one in either 
LocoScript 2 or LocoScript PC, even though it 
does exactly the same job. 

However, this doesn't mean you will have to 
learn lots of new keystrokes because we've 
designed the menus in such a way that many of 
the keystrokes you've been used to using in 
LocoScript 2 and LocoScript PC can continue to 
be used. For example, pressing (O when the 
cursor is on an option in Script that switches 
between On and Off or Shown and Hidden has 
the same effect as ticking the equivalent option 
in the earlier programs. Similarly, pressing F 1 
has the same effect as clearing this tick. 

Easier to make changes 

Another thing that is very much easier in Script 
is making overall changes to the layout both of a 
single document and of all the documents of a 
particular type (ie. made from the same 
template). 

The way we've done this is by introducing the 
idea of 'Inheritance'. The feature of Inheritance 
is that changing a setting in a Stock Layout 
automatically changes its value in every Layout 
that inherits this setting from this Stock Layout. 
This makes it very simple and straightforward 
to change how a particular class of text is laid 
out throughout a document: you just set up a 
Stock Layout for this class of text and then use 
this as the 'Parent' Stock Layout for each of the 
different Layouts involved. 

Moreover, the Stock Layouts themselves can 
inherit some or all of their settings from another 
Stock Layout, allowing you to group these into 
'families'. This lets you change a particular 
aspect of a number of Stock Layouts and 
Layouts by changing the appropriate setting in 


the Stock Layout at the head of the family - 
without altering any of their individual 
characteristics. 

We've also done a similar trick with 
Templates, These aren't simply used to 
create new documents in Script. In addition, 
various aspects of a document's set-up 
(printer & fonts, page layout. Stock Layouts 
etc.) can remain linked to its Template with 
the result that they are automatically updated 
if you change the design of this particular 
type of document. Moreover, the Templates 
themselves can be linked together into 
families very much like those of Stock 
Layouts - making them very easy to update 
en masse if, for example, you change your 
printer. 


Availability 

L0C0 Script Professional is available now at 
£99+ V AT for the full product (needed by 
someone upgrading from their Amstrad PCW 
to a PC). Registered users of LocoScript PC, 
however, can buy a version that upgrades 
their copy of LocoScript PC into L0C0 Scripl 
Professional for just £29.95+VAT. 

The full product is available from dealers but 
the Upgrade pack is only available mail order 
from Locomotive Software. 

The Upgrade pack contains a set of either 3VS 
or 5M' 5 discs (you will be asked to specify 
which you want), an Upgrade book which 
explains how to install Script and a copy of 
the Script Reference book. 

Used together with your LocoScript PC 
manuals, these books will cover everything 
you need to know to use Script but you can if 
you wish have a full set of Script manuals at 
an extra cost of £12.50 (plus £5.00 post & 
packing if ordered as a separate purchase 
later). You can also ask for the upgrade 
programs to be supplied on both 3Vz and 53C 
discs for an extra cost of £5.00+VAT. 
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The new features offered by Script include: 


Columns 

With Script | you can lay out your text in up 
to four 'newspaper-style' columns across the 
page. Different sections of the document can 
be laid out in different numbers of columns, 
allowing you, for example/ to switch between 
two- or three-column format for the bulk of 
your text and single-column format for 
headings or complex tables. You can control 
where the text switches from one column to 
the next. You can also arrange to equalise the 
amount of text in each of the columns. 

Thesaurus 

Calling up the Thesaurus from a document 
displays a list of the words related to the 
word the cursor is currently on. You can then 
either pick a suitable replacement from this 
list or continue your search by picking out 
further words to look up. Moreover, Script 
maintains a 'History' of the words you pick 
out, so if one sequence of enquiries comes to 
a dead end, you can 'backtrack' to a previous 
point in your search and take another course. 

Footnotes and Endnotes 

Wherever you want to include 
supplementary information in a document, 
you can set this up as a 'Note' which Script 
will print either as a Footnote at the bottom 
of the page or as an Endnote at the end of the 
document, as you require. The next marker 
from your chosen sequence of symbols or 
numbers is automatically inserted both at the 
point in the text where the reference is made, 
and in the Note itself (though you can use 
other marking schemes if you prefer). 


Character sizes up to 999.9pt 

With Script , you can use just about any size 
of text that your printer provides. On a 
printer that offers 'scalable' fonts, this means 
any size between O.lpt and 999. 9pt. (Points 
(pt) are units of measure used by commercial 
printers. 1 point = V 72 s \) Script also supports 
multiple height and multiple width 
characters on matrix printers that offer these. 

You can also set pretty much any 'Line 
Depth' you want, though in general it's 
best to take the 'Automatic' Line Depth 
option because then Script sets this to be 
approximately 20% larger than the characters 
you are printing. This is the Line Depth that 
typesetting experts generally recommend. 

Dates and Times 

Script has a number of facilities for working 
with dates and times, from quick ways of 

pasting in today's date to codes that can be 
automatically updated to show the current 
date and time each time you edit the 
document. There are also Mailmerge 
commands that make it easy, for example, to 
work out the date in 30 days' time or to 
compare dates held in a datafile. 

Options for Letterhead 

Script's Page Layout includes special first 
page margins which can be used to 
accommodate a pre-printed heading or to 
make room for a really fancy Header on this 
page. (It also lets you set a 'Binding' margin 
to allow for the part of the page - alternately 
to the left and to the right of the page - that 
is Tosh when binding pages into a book.) 


Soft font downloading 


Alternative DOS-style 
Disc Manager 


Script lets you choose whether to view your 
files and directories on the standard style of 
LocoScript Disc Manager or in a more DOS- 
like display. It also lets you switch quickly 
between directories displayed in the two 
halves of the screen, simply by pressing I Tab 




Script not only supports 'Soft fonts' on 
HP LaserJet and DeskJet (and similar) 
printers, it also downloads them for you as 
and when they are required. You just need to 
use your font program to create Soft font files 
ready for downloading and then tell Script 
where these files are stored on your disc. 


Quick paths 


VI .5 features 


You can move directly to particular files or 
directories anywhere on your system, simply 
by pressing IT^n followed by a number. 

Disc space information 

Copy and Move confirmation menus in 
Script have a Show space requi red option 
that lets you see both how much space is 
needed and how much space is available 
when copying and moving files and 
directories. 

Mixing of ‘Standard’ and 
‘Download’ fonts 

'Download' is no longer a separate mode 
which you have to select when you want to 
use the 24-pin Download fonts and the range 
of characters these provide. As a result, your 
documents can contain any mixture you like 
of built-in fonts, cartridge fonts and 
Download fonts. 

Additional printer effects 

9 

Script generally supports a wider range of 
print effects than the earlier versions of 
LocoScript. For example, you can print 
'reversed out' text if your printer supports 
this. You can also print downloaded 
characters in italic on 'Proprinter “type 

printers such as the Canon BJ-lOe. 


Script of course includes all the features we 
added in LocoScript PC vl.5, such as: 
Searching for files and directories; 

Copying and erasing whole directories; 
Copying altered files; Two-document 
editing; Keytops display; Selective spelling 
checking; Reverse order printing; 

Descending order indexes for working 
through records from highest to lowest; and 
a 'Duplicate record' command for generating 

new records from existing ones. 

Help 

Last but not least. Script offers on-screen 
Help. Whenever you run into a problem or 
you are uncertain which key to press next or 
what value to set, you can press fT n to call 
up a display on the area of the program or 
the menu that you are currently using. 
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Setting up a table is really just a matter of 
setting the margins and tab markers on the 
Ruler line to give you the results you need. 
The table itself is then very easy to put into 
your document. You just type the entry you 
want for the first column, then press the Hobl 
key, type the entry for the next column, press 
□B again - and so on until you've put in the 
last entry. You then press 1TH to finish the line 
and type the next line of entries as before. All 
the subtlety in the way the text is laid out is in 
the positioning the margins and tab markers 
on the Ruler line 

If the tabs you need for the table don't conflict 
with those needed for other text in the 
document, you could set these up as part of 
the Layout controlling the whole of the 
document, but it's more common to need 
different Layouts for the main text and table. 
This requires two Layout codes: one to switch 
from the set of margins and tabs you need for 
the bulk of your text to those needed for the 
table itself; and a second one to switch back 
again. 


iul iseri inese coaes, rirst posinon me cursor 
immediately after the place in the document yc 
will be inserting the table, press fTsTl to display 
the Layout menu, select New 1 ayout with the 
cursor and press fia . Now immediately press 


exit i on the PCW ( i fig ] on the PC) to leave the 


Layout Editor: don't change any of the settings. 
This plants a Layout code in the document that 
sets exactly the same details as the Layout that 
is currently in use at the point in the document 
- ready to lay out the text following the table. 

(If you can't see this code, then use the QTj 
Options menu to 'show codes': it's important to 
be able to see where your Layout codes are to 
ensure that you insert your table between them. 
You might also take the opportunity to 'show 
rulers' too.) 


Next move the cursor immediately in front of 
the Layout code you have just inserted, press 
CUD/ select New layout and press as before. 
But before leaving the Layout Editor this time, 
you need to set up the margins and tabs 
required for your table. What these are is the 
subject of this article. 


Layout code setting the tabs 
needed for the table 


(LayouT )# 1 


Set up the table here — * 

(layouT)# 1 

^ ^ . J. . 

Layout code restoring ^ ¥ 

the original Layout 


2 

s 

2 








Figure 1: The simplest 
sort of table 


Member's na m Membership Class 


Renewal date 


ft Andrews Junior 93/02 
0 Andrews Full 93/06 
E Carlton Life 

S Embury Full 93/04 


Character pitch The number of characters per Inch along a 

line of the text. 12 pitch means 12 
characters per inch. PS pitch means the 
characters are proportionally spaced. 

Character set The range of different characters a printer 

can produce without regard to their typeface, 
size, style etc. 


Figure 2: A table 
with wrapping 

The simplest sort of table 

The simplest sort of table to set up is one like the 
one shown in Figure 1 . The main features of this 
table are that all the entries are one-line and each 
of the columns in the table is aligned by its left- 
hand edge. 

To set up such a table, you just need to place a 
left-align or "Simple" tab marker at the points 
along the Ruler line where you want the second, 
third etc. columns to start. There's no need for a 
tab marker for the first column of entries because 
these will be aligned quite satisfactorily by the 
left margin. 

If you want each of these columns to start at a 
particular distance across the page, then you will 
need to measure this distance in inches and 
multiply by the Scale Pitch (shown among other 
information at the top of the Layout Editor 
screen) to work out precisely where to place each 
tab marker. But in general you can get perfectly 
good results picking where to place your tab 
markers by eye: if the columns turn out to be too 
close or too far apart, you can simply change (or 
"amend") the Layout and move the markers. 

The standard way of placing a Simple tab is to 
position the Ruler cursor, then call up the Tabs 
menu and take the option to "Set a Simple tab". 


The easier way is to position the Ruler cursor 
and then press FH . (There's similarly easy 
ways of moving a tab. First, you press QaT) to 
move from tab marker to tab marker until you 
reach the one you want to move; then you 
press ED to clear this tab marker; then you 
move the Ruler cursor to the new position you 
want for the tab and press ED to set the new 
marker.) 

You then leave the Layout Editor (which this 
time plants a Layout code setting the tabs 
you've defined), and type the entries for your 
table, suitably separated by tabs. The only 
thing you need to ensure is that you type these 
entries between the two Layout codes you have 
inserted, though on a PCW you also need to 
ensure that you start the table on a new line 
because the margins and tabs set by a Layout 
code don't take effect until the next line. 

Handling longer entries 

Not all entries in a table will be simple one-line 
entries like the ones shown in Figure 1 . Indeed, 
Figure 2 shows a fairly common type of table 
in which the first couple of columns contain 
short entries but the last column is a 
description which can easily go over two or 
more lines. 
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There are two ways of setting up such a table in 
LocoScript - one which can be used both on a 
PCW and a PC; and the other which can only be 
used if you are using LocoScript on a PC. 

In the first method, you set up the same range 
of tabs that you would if the entries were all 
simple one-line entries. The difference comes 
when you type the table. Instead of simply 
typing a tab between each entry on a line, you 
need to type an Indent tab" before the entry 
that wraps onto the next line. (An Indent tab is 
typed both on PCWs and on PCs by holding 
down the [aT) key as you press U±} -) The tab 
position pointed to by an Indent tab is used as 
the left margin until the next carriage return, 
giving you precisely the effect you need. 

The alternative method that's available If you 
are using a PC is to change the Layout to set the 
Indent margin' at the start of this last column 
(no tab marker is needed). To set this margin, 
edit the Layout, place the Ruler cursor where 
you want the last column to start, press QD to 
display the Margins menu and then take the 
option to Set i ndent margi n. LocoScript then 
places a *+ marker on the Ruler line at this 
point, to show the Indent margin you have set. 

Using an Indent tab 

__J 1 . ? f 5 $ 

Character pitch** The number of characters per Inch along a 

line of the text. 12 pitch means 12 
characters per Inch. PS pitch means the 
characters are proport tonally spaced. ** 

Indent tab 

Using an indent margin - 

... t * . 5 

Character pitch* / ! he number of characters per Inch along a 

/ line of the text. 12 pitch means 12 
/ characters per Inch. PS pitch means the 
/ characters are proportionally spaced.** 

Indent margin 


Figure 4: The different types of alignment 



Left tab 

Centre tab 

Decimal tab 

Right tab 


of 

\ 

\ 

/ . . 

\ 



. J. . 

# 

. ? * i. . 

# 

m3 

Product* 

Quantity* 

Cost ex. VAl * 

Delivery** 

w 

# 

Ash hammer handles* 6* 

£13.50* 

Immediate** 

# 

Ratchet 

screwdrives# 20* 

£140* 

2 weeks** 


Tempered 

bradawls* 12* 

£35.88* 

14 days** 

w 

# 

♦ 

Total ex . VAT * 

£179.38** 



* 

VAT* 

£31.39** 


w 

# 


Total Inc .VAT* 

£210.77** 
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The advantage of this method is that you can go 
back to simply pressing [ID between typing the 
entries. You don't have to remember to type (TO 
j£ D before the last column in order to get the 
effect you want. 

I/lore complex cases 

The more complex case to handle is where 
entries in more than one column need to 'wrap' 
over to a second line or the column which 
wraps is not the last, as shown for example in 
Figure 3. Such cases are not easy to handle 
because of the way text is basically processed 
line by line across the page. It's only highly 
sophisticated programs that can wrap text from 

line to line in more than one column at a time. 

The new Script Professional (see page 4) 
allows you to lay out text in up to four columns 
and so can produce the effect you require here. 
The approach taken to the task of setting up a 
table is radically different from we've used up 
to now. For a start, instead of setting tab 
markers across the Ruler line, you simply set 
the number of columns you require plus the 
size of gap you want between the columns. 
Then when you come to type the entries, 
instead of typing a -* between entries, you need 
to insert an ( EndCol ) code which tells 
LocoScript to move on to the next column. 

If you don't have m , Script Professional, the only 
practical way of setting up a table like this is to 
abandon any thoughts of automatic wrapping 
and put in the line breaks yourself. 

Different types of alignment 

So far in this article, we have been assuming 
that every column of our tables has been 
aligned at its left-hand edge. However, this 
won't always be the sort of alignment you 
want: in particular, you will probably like 
columns of numbers to be aligned with units 
above units, tens above tens etc. so that they are 
easy to compare. So to end this article, we take 
a quick look at the different types of alignment 
LocoScript offers. 

Both on the PC and on the PCW, LocoScript 
offers a total of four types of tab. As well as 




Which printer should 
the template be set 
up for? 

Headers and Footers 


Letter,. temp late 
BubbleJet 


Labels template 
PCW 1 s own printer 


First page special 
header & footer; 
others header only 


Irrelevant 




? 


? 


Which pr Inter should-* 
the template be set** 
up for?# 

Headers and Footers-# 

♦ 

* 

¥ 


Letter template -* 
BubbleJet-* 


First page special* 
header & footer; # 
others header only# 


The 'Professional' solution 
in which LocoScript works 

out all the details of the 
layout for you 


t A 

Which pr Inter should 
the template be set 
up for? (EndCol) # 


Figure 3: Table in which more 
than one column wraps 


i 


? 




PCW' s own printer# 


Irrelevant# 


U 


! 


U 


BubbleJet (EndCol) # 


The standard 
'solution', which 
requires you to split 
up the entries into 
lines yourself 


. . . 


7 ... . L 


PCW' s own printer (EndCol) # 


Headers and Footers (EndCol) # 


First page special 

header & footer; 

others header only (EndCol) # 


Irrelevant (EndCol) # 


Simple tabs, you can also set Right tabs. Centre 
tabs and Decimal tabs. A Right tab (shown on 


the Ruler line as «-) aligns the right-hand edges 
of the entries in a column at the position marked 
by the tab marker; a Centre tab (*►) centres each 
entry on the tab marker; while a Decimal tab ( • ) 
arranges that the decimal point of the entries in 
that column (whether shown or not) are all at 
the position of the tab marker. 

The effects produced using these different 
types of tab are shown in Figure 4. Achieving 
these results involves a certain amount of 
shuffling of the characters, as you can see if you 
watch carefully as you type the entries in the 

columns controlled by the different tab markers. 

» 

Postseript 

In the introduction to this article, we hinted at a 
problem that some people find in setting up 
tables - that things that are neatly aligned on the 
screen aren't necessarily aligned when you 
come to print. The cause of the confusion here is 
the way the characters on the screen are all the 


same width whereas the characters you print 
can be different widths, particularly if you 
select Character Pitch PS. 

Using tabs to align the entries as we've 
described in this article should always mean 
that everything is correctly aligned when you 
print. The only trouble can come where an 
entry is longer than the space between your 
tabs, with the result that LocoScript 'skips' a 
tab before starting the next column. 

However, the fact that the alignment is 
correct may not be clear from the screen - 
particularly if your text is proportionally 
spaced. If this bothers you, the best thing to 
do is to abandon proportional spacing and 
set the Character Pitch for the table to match 
the Scale Pitch you are using. Then the 
position of the characters on the screen will 
directly correspond to the markers on the 
Ruler line, allowing you to see precisely how 
the text will be positioned. Otherwise, we 
suggest simply trusting LocoScript to align 
the text as you have asked. 
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From the letters we receive , we know that many clerics use LocoScript to help them with 
their duties, for example , to keep the Church accounts and records , to prepare articles for 
the parish magazine and , of course, to write their sermons. Mr Michael Waters has taken 
this a step further and has developed a complete system using LocoScript that can deal 
with every aspect of church duties. 



There is a great deal of administration involved 
in running a parish, from producing lists of 
parishioners and baptism certificates to filing 
annual accounts. Michael Waters recognised 
this. He also recognised that pressure of work 
typically means that members of the clergy, 
even if they have programs like LocoFile and 
LocoMail, don't have the time to set up the 
datafiles and Master documents that would 
help them carry out these tasks. 

So Mr Waters decided to make use of the 
flexibility provided by LocoScript, LocoFile and 
LocoMail and set up a complete system 
covering the administrative needs of a parish, 
which he could then adapt to meet the needs of 
individual parishes. He also decided to offer his 
own secretarial services in inserting the parish 
data into the database and to offer training in 
the use of his system to local clergy and parish . 
secretaries. 


To® system 

The system he produced comprises a LocoFile 
datafile, together with a number of LocoMail 
Master documents and some LocoScript 
Templates. He describes the design of these files 
as "based on over 20 years' experience of the 
practical needs and pastoral concerns of local 
parish clergy T 

The range of files on offer is certainly very 
broad. They cover (among other things) : 

• A datafile to use as the basis for all parish 
directories 

• Master documents for producing lists of 
parishioners and lists (and totals) of covenants 
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• Ecclesiastical forms for pre-baptismal and 
marriage enquiries 

• Baptism and Confirmation certificates 

• Parish census forms 

• Annual diocesan returns 

• Templates for orders of service and parish 
newsletters 

Samples of some of the lists and forms these 
produce are shown on the opposite page. 

The service 

The basic service Mr Waters offers is the suite 
of files, which is available for either PC and 

PCW at a cost of £50. These files are adapted to 
the requirements of the particular parish as part 
of this cost. Data entry and training where 
required are, not unnaturally, extra and Mr 
Waters sets the cost of this according to the size 
of the parish and the number and experience of 
the people he needs to train. He also is also 
willing to add further files and to make further 
changes where these are required, for what he 
says is a reasonable charge. 

Mr Waters can be contacted at: 

Church & Parish Computer Services 
12 Horseshoe Close 

Balsham 

Cambridge CB1 6EQ 

(Tel: 0223 290657) 

Mr Waters says he sees Church & Parish 
Computer Services as a "systems installation, 
training and consultancy service, customising 
software to meet individual needs' - not as a 
system vendor. He is happy to advise on the 
hardware on which to use his programs but 
he doesn't sell computers. 






ECCLESIA SANCTA UNA ET SANCTA ALTRA 


RE^.KTOS .TERRIBILB3. 

toe wmmnMft 

3 VIA MMA, 

ustBSp 

torra fjrxa. K&mam 

V*1 . <0000) 000009 


01* 8, SANCTA UNA 


TEST I MON I UUM[ 

His praesentilbua ttatifieor: 

< 1 > Dili gent am in veati gationem, in quantum 
dm 

statu liber© MARIAE SAPIENS, da he© psr. 


mf.mFOS.TBmtBlUm. Pariah Prl**t. 

WR PRESBYTERY, 

S VIA WDIA, 

W, 

TESffiA PIMA. JOSnCODEX 

Tel . ( 0000 ) 000000 


< 2 > Et nullum impedimentum detectura f uia&aa 

Mairi senium 

inira poaalt cum quolibet similiter libero. 


IF 7 ! c :ate 


SAJPT I 


®> O*? e»W»»® ® ©©© OOCOTOO OOO S6SSUB 8 ®fi 


I CERTIFY THAT 


R. D. Rufus Teri 


Datum die ?a mansis ?ii anrvi 19 ??. 


JOHN BROWN 


Son of Michael and Mary Shown, 


WAS BAPTISED ACCORDING TO THE RlTES OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN THE ABOVE CHURCH OF SANCTA UNA Et SANCTA ALTRA UrBS, 

BY THE FteVERSNO RUFUS TERRIBILUS, 

on S»«ay 14 th Mauch 1980 * 


1 « 1 > 


Godparents were 


NES AND 


Major 


COMPLETE « <BK_ OC3C 


SSTine: C ........................ 3 Title: l 3 

Chri * t iars Heme : C *3 

Street : C * * 3 Wo£ 3 

T own : C .... 2 

Postcodes £ 1 

T«l®phon® No : C. * 3 

Born: ILmdims excused) £ / / 1 9 3 i.e 05. IE. 1945 

M® I e FsraaS®: CM/F. . . 3 

Covenant : Ye* £ 1 No C 1 PI *aa« send mm details E 3 

Offices (In parish) C ..........3 Reader, choir etc 

Experience: C.. ..................... >3 i.a. Carpenter /Banker 

(Your experience and gifts mey not be known pi ease don a t hide them under © 
bushe 1 ) 


THE ABOVE IS A TRUE COPY OF 


Register 


Parish Priest. 


L. + S. 


FAM I 


Husband ' s /Wi f a ' s Name : 

Born : ( Ladi ms 

Me l e Feme 1 • % 

Covenant ; 

Office: (In parish) 

Exper i met s 

€H I LBSBS s 

Na®® ( s > : 

1 ...................... . Born E / /IS 1 

Schso 1: C . 2 

Stcranen t a : C. ....... .3 i • B FC CON ( Bap t i sm/F i r 

2. .............. ........ lorn £ / /l © 53 


t ........... . ........ 3 Titles l I 

£ / /|§ 3 i.e OS .18.1 §45 

CM/F. . . 3 

Yes C 3 Ne E 3 Pleas® s@nd »• details l 3 
C. ....................... 1 R®@d®r „ choir ©te 

l , . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 i . e . Carpenter /Bank 


Sacraments: C ] ie 


3 


3 . 


Born E 


/ i 9 


Schoo 1 ; 

Sacraments 

......... 


I . . 
C . . 


8 Q a? 


o Cf a 


ass 


S8«©«e®»®® 


® a ® 


3 


2 


* © * 


oaaosoo© 


Schoo I i C 

Sacraments : C 


lorn [ 


W tS a ft & t& 


/ 1 9 


1 


3 


1 


AW FUAS BET! BN TOi 


mis immiATKx sill only m mm fur fnhis 


(all names fictitious) 


NAME 

D l 

Ar hot 

COVENANT Si 

ADDRESS POSTCODE; 

l 1 i 1 Parkwav '« ME2 7 JK 

AMOUNT 
1 250 


1 

M 

J 

Amc s 

1 65 

1 Pealer Road 

1 NE2 

9EA 

1 250 


t 

C 

| 

AMB RIO QE 

$ 133 

1 W i fire l Lane 

1 NE 2 

9UT 

1 250 


1 

K 

| 

Judge 

\ 2 

1 Pealer Road 

-1 N62 

9DZ 

1 250 


1 

E 

4 

A R T E R LEY 

f io 

IRuston Road 

1 NE2 

8PB 

i 250 I - 


1 

M 

1 

Artboser 

1 3 1 

IFeil Wav 

1 NE2 

8BW 

! 250 


1 

| 

f 

Barn 

i 33 

IArgyli Road 

i NE 2 

9AP 

1250 


1 

J 

» 

BaRNLEY 

1 2 1 

\ St Mary Road 

i NE2 

8RO 

1 250 


i 

J 

s 

Barton 

t 25 

(Macclesfield Square 

i NE 2 

9TT 

1 250 


1 

M 


Be 5TER 

1 1 e 

I Br I ans Road 

i NE i 

1 TP 

\ 250 


l 

M 

1 

Bellsy 

1 150 

(Middle Ro ao 

1 NE 1 

5SP 

1 250 


1 

C 

1 

Behan 

1 65 

IColne Road 

1 NE2 

9ES 

1 250 


I 

A 

1 

Black i e 

l 81 

ILEavensURY Road 

i NFS 

9BH 

< 250 


_± 

D 

1 

Bo L T 

1 32 

! Argyle Road 

t NE 2 

9 AW 

<250 


1 

G 

I 

CH APEl 

1 42 

IHiGHiURY Rqap 

? NE2 

9XL 

i aso 


I 

M 

f 

Co LOAN 

i 70 

1 Shaftsbury Closs 

1 NE2 

OXP 

1 250 


i 

R 

1 

Con i_on 

1 63 

IS* LVERSDALE 

\ NR 2 

8TW 

1 250 


1 

o 

1 

Co N N 

I 25 

IBlehneebdale Wav 

1 NR2 

BTD 

i 250 


i 

A 

1 

CoOfiBE S 

i 1 1 

f Foxtoh Wav 

i N£2 

9LR 

1 250 


l 

D 

f 

Ge r aghty 

1 69 

1 New bur v Road 

1NE2 

9DT 

\ 450 


\ 

. _ 

D 

l 

G 1 BSON 

\ 1 

1 Parrot Close 

1 NR2 

8PX 

t 450 


4 

SLm 

R 

1 

GoOOW 1 N 

MSI 

IWi rhel Lane 

INE2 

9UH 

1 450 


1 

C 

1 

Gn ahgur 

1 57 

IBlennersoalc Way 

1 NE2 

8TD 

« 450 


\ 

A 

1 

Gr a v 

1 1 26 

ILcavenbury Road 

INE^ 

Q BO 

I 450 


1 

C 

\ 

H * RONS 

\ 32 

\ Newbury Road 

! NE2 

9PS 

1 500 


1 

c 

\ 

Hobbs 

1 56 

IHiqhsusy Road 

1 NE2 

9XL 

1 500 


1 

L 

1 

Hgopg r 

1 1 1 

\ W i l low Road 

\ NE2 

9DL 

( 500 


f 

G 

1 

Ho PK 1 N5 

1 8 

ICOTTON ROAP 

! NE4 

9MY 

f 500 


i 

B 

\ 

Hughe s 

I 44 

IChester Road 

1 NE2 

9JL 

1 500 


f 

SL 

D_ 

i 

Spears 

1 248 

1 Bnokenwater Gres 

I NR 2 

@HL 

1600 


1 

J 

1 

FlanaGaN 

1 1 

IOakdale Drive 

1 NE2 

8 NO 

! 600 


1 

M 

1 

Jones 

1 24 

IValley Pastures 

? NE2 

SAB 

1 600 


4 

H 

1 

Stol laro 

» 33 

f Cold an Road 

1 NE2 

9UG 

1 600 


I 

j 

l 

Store 

t 9 

IHolunqbuen Wav 

1 NE2 

8 JA 

l 600 


i 

V 

» 

St i e s 

1 9 

IVallsy Walk 

1 NR 2 

SPY 

1 600 


1 

A 

1 

Toll 

i 16 1 

1 Colne Road 

1 ME 2 

9HG 

! 600 


1 






TOTAL * 

£14 , OOO 
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In replying to the correspondence that comes into an office, you can find yourself writing 
everything from standard answers to standard questions, to individual replies to particular 
queries or even faxes. You could, of course, have a separate Master document for each type 
of document you need to produce - hut it is in fact more convenient to produce each of these 
different types of document from the same Master document. This article describes one such 
Master, which is used in Locomotive's Technical Support department. 


The letters that come into our Technical 
Support department require handling in 
different ways. Some are queries we already 
have the answer to; others require individual 
responses. A third group ask us to reply by fax. 
(We should also say that we log each letter in a 
database immediately we receive it, so that we 
can monitor the progress of any customer's 
enquiry.) 

We could have set up separate Masters to 
handle each type of letter we need to produce, 
but then we would be constantly chopping and 
changing between the different Masters as we 
replied to the different letters. So instead we 
decided to create one Master document that 
would perform all the necessary tasks. This 
meant we could merge the same Master with 
the datafile regardless of which type of letter 
we wanted to produce, thus making the 
process of producing our replies simpler and 
quicker. 

A simplified version of the Master we use is 
shown opposite. It is set up for use on a PC, 
but it could be used on a PCW provided you 
make the change shown beside one section of 
the Master. 

The other thing we should explain is each letter 
is given a unique eight digit reference number 
which is both written on the original letter and 
recorded in the database. This not only makes 


it easy to find the record in the database, it also 
makes looking up previous correspondence a 
simple task because the record also includes 
the reference numbers for all previous letters. 
The actual letters are then easy to find because 
they are filed under their reference numbers. 

The reference number is calculated as follows: 

The first two digits represent the year, the next 
two the month and the following two the day. 
Thus the first six digits for a letter received on 
the 6th July 1992 would be 920706. The final 
two digits are used to number each letter 
received on a particular day: thus the first letter 
received on the 6th July 1992 would have the 
number 92070601, the second letter the number 
92070602 etc... 

The datafile 

The datafile contains items for the name, 
address, telephone and fax numbers of a 
particular customer. In addition it contains a 
series of three items : Number x which contains 
the reference number for a letter received from 
the customer (see above); Date recvd x which 
contains the date the letter was received; and 
Date sent x which contains the date on which a 
reply was sent. (The Date sent item makes it 
easy to check whether a reply to a letter has 
been sent if someone makes an enquiry.) 
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The Original Master 


(+Mai 1 )ral i gn^ Sf ( RA1 i gn ) 
fax-"(CEntre) 

1 i ne-" ( +U L ) ( RA1 i gn ) 
tab-" 


ft 


FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION"* 


* 


cr-"* 


(-UL)"* 


ft 


<0 




; Ask whi ch opti on required*- 1 

option-?; Enter one of the fol lowing(UniT) 

Fh?> for Fax(UniT) 

for Standard letterCUniT) 
Reference numbers for other letters 


<§j 

; Set Number index^ 

$ E -"Number , **-« 

!date-?; Enter today's date*-* 

4-* 

; Define items used in program uni ts*-* 
comma 1 


ft it 


mr-"Mr . 


sp- 99 9§ : nul l- ,,,s *-» 
ourref-"0ur Ref. 59 ; 


DATE:’V 


8 : dear-"Dear"*j 

numberf-"n umber found-"*-* 
attn-"ATTN:" : faxno- ,f FAX NO:" : dateword- 
from-"FR0M: ?f : faxref-"OUR REF:’V 

standard] ettertext- ,s Thank you for your recent enquiry.*-* 

I am pleased to enclose details of our products and our new order form. ^ 
Yours sincerely*-* 

Myself 'V 

A 


NB * refno ' .must have been set . *■* 


Pi ndref no-”-** 

; Go to record with key ‘refno 
Slrefno** 

; Test if required number actually found*-* 

; If not, warn the user and discard document*-* r Trt fJf ■ \A nc ^^ n nrur i v % 

%numberf&$?&rr*^ i l o use mis master on a PCW, replace these two lines by: 

#n umber foundO refno : < : ^ 

junk^Tf; Number not found . . . Press F10*-* 



< 


#number<>refno: < : *j 


: 
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Note: Your datafile will also have to have just one 'Number' item 
per card, which we assume you will simply call Number. 


Addressuni " “ ‘ 

#ti tie-null :<:mr :><:title:>:sp:#initial sOnull :<:initials:sp:>: surname: cr*-* 
faddressOnul 1 :->> <:address:cr:>^ 

#address2<>nul 1 <:address2:cr:>«^ 

#to wnOnul 1 : -> < : town ; cr : >*j 

#county<>nul 1 <: county :sp:>#j 

#country<>nul 1 : <: cr : country : sp : >*-» 

postcode:cr:cr«j 

our ref : refno: ral ign:date:cr:cr<e* 
dear:sp:title:sp:surname: comma : cr : cr*-* 


4 J 




Faxhead^ 9 V “ ~ r ^“ 

1 1 ne ; cr ; fax : cr : 

attn: tab :#ti tie-null :<:mr:X:title:>:sp:#initial sOnull : < : ini t i a 1 s : s p : > : surname : cr*-* 
faxno: tab:fax_nos cr«j 

dateword: tab: date: cr*^ 

fronrr: tab: ?; Enter your name^ 

cr ; fax ref : tab: refno : cr : 1 i ne : cr : cr*-* 


tt 


*-* 


opti on-”9*” ; < : 


: >*-* 

#opti on 


; Letter merge selected*-* 
refno-opti on*^ 

%Fi ndrefno*j 
%Addressuni t*j 


it 


f :<:*-* 


: >*-* 

#option- f, s* f ’ :<:*j 


; FAX header selected*-* 

refno^?;FAX selected. . .enter reference numbers 
%Fi ndref no*-* 

%Faxhead^ 


: >*-* 


; Standard letter selected^ 

refno^f ;Standard letter sel ected ... enter reference number*-* 
%Fi ndrefno*j 
%Addressuni t*^ 

Standard! ettertext*j 


TfRecord: 1 


Changed 


Title Initials 

nr fi 

Surname 

King 


Address Herbs & Hedgehogs 

3 High Street 

Greenoate 

Somerset 

(Town) 

(County) 

(Country) 

TEL NO: 

03451 618765 

FAX NO: 

03451 196752 

Postcode 



Number Date recvd 

92070601 06/07/92 

92071607 16/07/92 

Date sent 

07/07/92 

17/07/92 


A sample card from the datafile 


Obviously the datafile has to be updated as the 
letters are received and replied to. 

The datafile also has an index called Number, 
sorted numerically and with each of the 
Number x items specified as alternative main 
keys. This index is used to pick out the 
required record in the datafile from the letter's 
reference number. You could of course set up 
other indexes to suit your own specific needs - 
for example, an index with company name 
and surname as alternative main items might 
be useful. 

The main parts of the Master 

On the first page of the Master we define all 
the items used elsewhere in the document, 
prompt for the type of document that needs to 
be produced and store the response as opti on. 
(We've used Unit codes rather than carriage 
returns at the ends of the lines here to allow 
the prompt to be displayed over a number of 
lines. The first carriage return would finish the 
prompt.) 

The other commands on this page select the 
Number index with the $-”N umber command 
and prompt you to type in the date. 

The next three pages contain the program 
units used to produce the desired output: 

Fi ndref no's job is to make the card with the 
given reference number the current record, as 
required by the other program units. It does 
this with the command $ $ ref no which goes to 
the record with the entry ref no in the Number 


index. But because this command goes to the 
next record if the given key isn't found, 

Fi ndrefno then tests whether this reference 
number is actually on the record that has been 
picked out, and issues a warning and discards 
the current document if it isn't. 

Addressunit takes the name and address 
from the record picked out by Fi ndrefno and 
inserts these into the document, followed by 
the reference number, the date and a "Dear 
name/'. Everything is then ready for you to 
add the text of the letter, 

Faxhead similarly produces a FAX header 
from the details on the current record. 

The last page of the Master tests the value of 
opti on you entered in response to the first 
prompt, and performs one of three tasks 
depending on its value. The tasks use the 
program units defined above - after asking 
again for the reference number if you specified 
either a fax or a standard letter. 

Merging with the datafil© 

When the Master is merged with the datafile, a 
prompt appears asking you to enter either the 
reference number, F or S. 

If you enter a reference number then the 
condition #opti on“ 0, 9* C0 will be met 
(assuming you have used the numbering 
scheme outlined above). The program units 
Fi ndrefno and Addressuni t are then 
performed, producing a header for a letter 
similar to that shown in Figure 1 . 

If you enter F at the first prompt, the second 
condition will be met. Y ou will first be asked 
for the reference number to enable the correct 
record to be found. The program units 
Fi ndrefno and Faxhead are then executed, 
producing a FAX header similar to that shown 
in Figure 2. 

Finally, if you enter S at the first prompt, the 
third condition will be met and you will again 
be asked for a reference number. The program 
units Fi ndrefno and Addressunit are then 
executed and the text of the standard letter 
inserted, giving a finished document like that 
shown in Figure 3. 


Figure 1: The start of a letter 
produced when you select the 

Lettermerge option . 


Figure 2: The FAX Header 

y 

produced when you select the 
FAX option . 


I..,.,... A. ...... 

¥ 

Mr A King* 

Herbs & Hedgehogs* 
3 High Street* 
Greenva le* 

Somerset * 

* 

Our Ref .92070601 


Dear Mr King, * 
* 

i 


. . . I . ? I. . 


7th July 1992* 


FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

ATTN: Mr A King 

FAX NO: 03451 196752 

DATE: 7th July 1932 

FROM : Your name 

OUR REF; 92070601 




Figure 3; The result of taking 
the standard letter option. 


Mr ft King 

Herbs & Hedgehogs 
3 High Street 
Greenua le 
Somerset 

Our Ref . 92070601 7th July 1992 

Dear Mr King, 

Thank you for your recent enquiry. 

I am pleased to enclose details of our products and our new 
order form. 

Yours sincerely 

Myself 


A cunning trick 

The Master document will work correctly as it 
stands. However, it will be quite slow as it has 
to scroll through several pages of commands at 
the start of each document. To make things 
faster, we actually hide most of the commands 

as an item in the datafile and then "perform" 
this item. When the commands are held in the 
datafile, they do not need to be scrolled up the 
screen as they are executed. (Note: It is a good 
idea to ensure that your commands are 
working exactly as you require in their 
straightforward form before applying this trick 
to any of your own Master documents.) 


The only problem with this method is that you 
cannot have codes inside an item in a datafile. 
This means we cannot hide any of the 
commands that involve codes in the datafile: 
so we place them at the start of the Master 
document instead. It also means that we cannot 
have any speech marks (double quotes) inside 
the hidden program units because these need 
to be embedded between (+Mai 1 ) and ( -Mai 1 ) 
codes. This just forces us to define any item 
containing text outside the program units - 
which in any case will generally make the 
program clearer. 

Having set up the ^normal" Master document 
(and got it working correctly), we cut out all 



the commands we wished to hide to a Block, 
then created a new record in the datafile and 


To do this, we added a ( LanG: None ) code at 
the very start of the Master document and then 


inserted the Block into the Surname item on this used an item called Langengl i sh to insert a 


record. We also entered the number 1 in the 
Number 1 item on this record so that we could 


(Lang: English) code after either an address 
or a FAX header. The first code tells LocoScript 


find this record easily using the Number index. not to check the spelling of the text following 

this code; the second code tells it to check the 


The commands we hid were from the line 
! date**? ; PI ease enter date to the end of the 
document. Obviously only the first few 
characters of the commands can be seen in the 


text following it (ie. the letter itself) against the 
English dictionary. 

(Since the advent of mco Script Professional (see 


Surname item but the . . at the end of the item's page 4), we have also enhanced the way dates 

field shows that there is more text unseen. are handled in the Master. We now no longer 

need to type in today's date: Script sets this 

This left the Master document with iust the item * , c XA7 , , , . . ,. . 

J date for us. We also rarely need to type the first 

definitions involving codes, the multi-line £ *. c , , , . , 

four digits of any reference number, which you 

prompt and the I*- 01 ’ number* 8 command, to , , Ll , 8l (1 

r r ^ may remember record the year and the month 

which we just needed to add the following 

; & - but that is another story! ) 

lines: 


$.$” 1 " 

%surname&cr 


Another option is to extend the number of 
tasks the Master document covers by adding 


The $ $ " 1 " command selects the record in which further responses to the prompt, together with 


the commands are stored, and %surname&cr 
performs the commands stored in the Surname 
item on that record. 


Refinements 


There are a number of refinements you could 
make to this Master. 


As we use PCs in the office, we decided to take 
advantage of the selective spelling checking 


corresponding groups of instructions at the end 
of the Master document. These could use the 
program units we've described here or some of 
your own which you add. If you simply want 
to be able to call on a range of standard letters, 
you can store the text of these as further items 
and then prompt for which one is required. 

One last refinement is to turn off the display of 
codes in the Master document. This is not 
essential but it improves the look of the screen 


offered by LocoScript PC to avoid checking the while you are using the Master to produce your 
spelling of either addresses or FAX headers. letters. 
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C^Z££j In previous issues of Script, we have mentioned Mr John Blandford and the LocoScript/ 

LocoMail consultancy service he provides. His daughter, Hazel Underwood, keeps in the 
family tradition by running a consultancy and programming service called 'Support for 
LocoScript users ' which provides invoicing and data management programs in LocoMail 

(LocoScript' s mailmerge instruction language). The following article has been written by 
her to demonstrate the versatility of LocoMail. 



^Despite the articles that have appeared in 
previous issues of Script, I think that LocoMail 
is still underrated as a programming language 
working in a word processing environment. 
My background is in COBOL programming - 
one of the most widely used commercial 
programming languages - yet I have still been 
impressed with the facilities and power 
offered by LocoMail. The absence of any 
functions you may want can be overcome by 
writing special procedures, as I will show in 
this article. 

The program on which this article is based 
calculates how many days you have been 
alive. This is intended both as a bit of fun - 
you could be the first to hold a 10,000 or even 
20,000 day old "birthday party" - and to pass 
on some ideas to those interested in 
programming in LocoMail. The date 
manipulation procedures in particular have 
wider application, especially in a business 
setting. Indeed, the incentive for writing them 
came from a request to write a daily weight- 
gain program using data drawn from a 
LocoFile datafile. 

The Master document is shown overleaf. Type 
these instructions into a LocoScript document 
exactly as they are given, save it and then use 
the document in FILL mode to find out 
precisely how old you are - or indeed, the 
number of days between any two dates this 
century. 


The ikey siements 

The program uses two routines (program 
units) to manipulate the dates and also shows 
how to incorporate a "lookup" table into a 
program. 

The first routine, SPLITDATE, does away with 
the need to hold a date as three separate items. 
Instead, it takes a date entered or held on file 
in the form ddmmyy and separates this into 
day, month and year items for you so that 
calculations can be done. 

The second routine, DAYSCALCULATION, 
calculates the number of days between any 
date that is entered and the beginning of the 
century - even taking leap years into account! 
To find out the number of days, for example, 
between the date an invoice was sent and the 
date it was paid, you could simply use this 
routine twice and then subtract the first 
number it gives from the second. 

The lookup table is provided by the list of 
items right at the start of the program: 
ml^O :m2-[ml+31] etc. These record the 
number of days in the year that have passed 
so far at the start of each month, with ml 
recording the figure for January, m2 that 
for February etc. - with LocoMail doing all 
the arithmetic for us! You will see how 
this table is used when we look at the 
DAY SC ALCUL ATION routine in more detail. 
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What the program does 

The program starts by asking first for your date 
of birth, which it stores as datel, and then for 
today's date, which it stores as date2. Make sure 
that you enter these dates as pure numbers in the 
form ddmmyy : for example 12th June 1958 should 
be entered as 120658 and so on. 

SPLITDATE is set up to use a general date 
variable called date. So the program begins by 
setting date-da tel, then uses SPLITDATE to 
separates this into the day, month and year which 
it stores as dx, mx and yx respectively. The 
resulting day, month and year numbers are then 
displayed on the screen in the form dd/mm/yy. 

The program then uses DAYSCALCULATION to 
translate these numbers into a number of days 
since the start of the century. 

DAY SC ALCUL ATION returns this number as 
total days, which is then stored as total daysl. 

The program then repeats the process, only this 
time setting date^date2 and storing the number 
of days since the start of the century as 
total days2. 

The last stage of the program subtracts the first 
total (totaldaysl) from the second total 
(total days2) to give the number of days you 
have been alive. 

The SPLITDATE routine 

The SPLITDATE routine starts by dividing 
the combined date by 10,000, using the 0 1 
formatting command to truncate the result to a 
whole number. For example, 120658 10000 = 
12.0658 which is truncated to 12. This value is 
then stored as dx. 

To find the month, dx is first multiplied by 
10,000, and then subtracted from the combined 
date to find the remainder (rem). In our example 
case, this gives 12 x 10000 = 120000; 120658 - 
120000 = 658 . The remainder is then divided by 
100 and truncated to a whole number to find the 
month number eg. 658 100 = 6.58 = 6. 

Finally the year (yx) is found by multiplying the 
month number by 100 and subtracting it from the 
remainder eg. 658 - 600 = 58. 
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The DAYSCALCULATION 
routine 

Using the day, month and year that 
SPLITDATE has produced, 
DAYSCALCULATION now calculates the 
number of days between the date entered and 
the beginning of the century* 

The first thing that DAYSCALCULATION does 
is to test whether the year is a leap year or not 
by seeing whether it divides exactly by 4 
(which works from 1901 to 2099, which should 
satisfy most readers!). Next it multiplies yx by 
365 to give the number of 'ordinary year' days 
from the start of the century to the beginning of 
the year (ordyeardays = 58*365 = 21170). It 
then calculates the number of leap days that 
need to be added, not including the current 
year (1 eapdays = (58 - 1) + 4 truncated to a 
whole number = 14). 

The next procedure uses the "lookup" table 
at the top of the Master to find the number 
of days in the year to the start of month mx. 

The complicated line 
% M daystomonth^[m , *&[ffix]i 90 ] : 95 lets the 
program go straight to the required number of 
days instead of having to work through 12 
conditional statements of the form 
#mx^l :<:daystomonth*-[ml] : > 

The program now checks whether the current 
year is a leap year. If it is and if the month 
number is more than 2 (ie. March or later) an 
extra day is added to daystomonth at this point. 

Finally, DAYSCALCULATION adds 
ordyeardays, 1 eapdays, daystomonth and dx 
together to get total days, the number of days 
between the start of the century and the date 

entered. 

Readers may well have found this heavy-going. All 
programming is a bit complicated and takes time to 
learn, and Loco Mail is no exception. However, a 
LocoMail program - once written - is far simpler to 
use than, for example, some standard invoicing 
packages. I hope this article has gone some way 
towards showing that LocoMail has much more to 
offer than the simple production of labels and 
mailshot letters. m 


The Master document 

(+Mai 1 ) ; Number of days prl or to start of months 
ml“0:m2“[ml+31] :m3-[m2+28] :m4-[m3+31]«j 
m5-[m4+30] :m6-[m5+31] :m7-[m6+30] :m8-[m7+31]^ 

m9-[m8+31] :ml0-[m9+30] :mll-[ml0+31]:ml2-[mll+30]^ 

; Definition of variables used in programs 
s 1 — ” / ” icr^' 


ft 


; Procedure for splitting dates into day, month, 
SPLITDATE-'V 

dx-[date/ 10000 | 0! ] : rem«[date- [dx*10000]]*-* 
mx— [ rem/100 j 0 ! ] :yx“[rem~ [mx*100]] :”*■ 


year<n 


"n fS s>^ 


DAYSCALCULATI0N- ,, (+Mail )<h 
; Is the year a leap year ?*j 
#[ yx/4]-[yx/4 j 0 ! ] : < : 1 eap^”y S9 ° >< : 1 eap ! 

; Calculation of days from start of century to start of 
ordyearday$-[yx*36§]<-» 

1 eapdays“[[yx-l]/4 1 0! ]<-• 

; Calculation of days in current year*-* 
%"daystomonth-[in ,, &[mx]&"] : 99 

ileap - and mx>2 : <:daystomonth-[daystomonth+l] :>** 

; Sum of these numbers*-* 

total day s^[ordyeardays+l eapdays+daystomonth+dx]*-* 

(-Hail ) 9 V 


year*-* 


(+Mai 1 ); Program starts to run at this points 

datel-?#; Enter date of birth in the form ddmmyy«j 

date2^?#; Enter today 5 s date in the form ddmmyy*-* 

*-* 

date^datel ^ 3 

%spl 1 tdate : C ”Mai 1 ) Date of birth * (+Mai 1 )dx : si :mx : si :yx : cr*-> 
%dayscal cul at i on ( - Mai 1 ) (+Ma1 1 )*» 
tot a 1 days 1 -total days +• 


date^date2 

%spl itdate: ( -Mail )Today *s date - 
%day s ca 1 cul ation(- Mail ) (+Mai 1 )*-* 

totalday$2-totaldays4J 


(+Mai 1 )dx : si :mx : si :yx:cr^ 


(-Mail)No. of days since you were born - (+Mai 1 ) [total days2-total dfaysl] ( -Mai 1 )** 

Ifym type this program in hut your version doesn't work , please don't send it either to Hazel Underwood or to 
Locomotive Software for checking: we simply don't have the resources to allow us to find where you made a mistake in 
your typing . However , we can supply you with a copy of the program on disc for £5. 00+ VAT. Note: Remember to tell 
us whether you want to run the program on a PCW or a PC and the size of disc (3 ", 3M" or 5%") you use , 
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pcw/pc 1 Printers today typically offer a range of typefaces or fonts' for you to print in. These fonts 

are not just given a name hut are also variously described either as so-many 'pt' or as a 
particular pitch (or sometimes both). This article explains how these different descriptions 
came about and what they mean to you as a Loco Script user. 



Strictly speaking, a Font is a collection of 
characters in a particular typeface and of a 
particular size. Typically these characters will 
be the upper and lower case letters, digits, 
punctuation symbols, accents and so on, but 
there are also fonts which contain only 
scientific or other exotic characters. 


The typeface simply 


'rn* 

Times 


characters like this abode, while "Univers" 
means characters like this abode. There may 
also be variations on a typeface, such as ""Times 
Italic”, "Times Bold" and "Univers Bold". 

The size of the characters is expressed either as 
a Point Size or a Pitch (or both) depending on 
the sort of font or the sort of printer. 

The Point Size 

The description of a font in terms of its Point 
Size comes from the world of commercial 
typesetters, who use larger sizes of type for 
headings, smaller characters for general text 
and still smaller characters for small print. 


Different sizes of font 

This is 6pt Times; this is 6pt Helvetica 

This is 8pt Times; this is Spt Helvetica 

This is lOpt Times; this is 1 0pt Helvetica 

This is 12pt Times; this is 12pt Helvetica 

This is 14pt Times; this is 14pt Helvetica 

This is 24pt Times; 

this is 24pt Helvetica 


Typesetters measure things in picas and points 
(at least in the English speaking world). A pica 
is Vs” and there are 12 points to a pica, making 
1 point = 1 / 72 • Pohd Is abbreviated to "pt" so 
lOpt is ten points. (To be absolutely accurate, 

1 point is only approximately V72"/ and the 
size varies from country to country. However, 
computer printers generally take it to be 

exactly V72 V 

In general terms, the Point Size of a font is the 
distance from the top of the tallest character to 
the bottom of the lowest descender (the part of 
a character like p or g that descends from the 
main line of the text). 





N 


% 


O 

ft* 


Nj/ 


Descender 


However, there are two things to note here. 
The first is that type design is an art form so 
this rule is regularly broken: for instance, a 

Times lOpt "H" is not the same height as a 

Helvetica lOpt "H", for example. The other is 
that although the point size is a measure of the 
height of characters, increasing the point size 

makes the character bigger in both directions, 
not just taller. 
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The Pitch 


The description of a font in terms of its Pitch 
comes from the world of typewriters. 
Typewriters are simple devices which only offer 
one font - generally something between lOpt 
and 12pt in size. Until quite recently, they were 
also only capable of printing characters at a 
fixed horizontal spacing, described as its 'Pitch' 
(meaning the number of characters per inch). 

This is not like typeset material where each 
character is spaced according to its natural 
width. 

To improve the look of the resulting text, 
typefaces were developed specifically for 
typewriters in which letters like "i" and "1" were 
given exaggerated features to give them extra 
width (thus: "i" and ''1") and wide letters like 
"M" and "W" were squeezed up (thus: "M" and 
"W"). In addition, two standard character 
spacings emerged: 10 and 12 Pitch. The 

characters on 10 pitch typewriters were about 
12pt in size and so were called "Pica". The 
characters on 12 pitch typewriters were 

generally about lOpt, and for some reason, this 
became known as "Elite". 

As typewriters became more sophisticated, the 
restriction of a fixed character spacing was 
overcome and machines were developed could 
space characters according to their width. (The 
characters were still all the same height.) This 
was called "Proportional Spacing" - or "PS" for 
short. Although Proportional Spacing does not 
specify a number of characters per inch, it is 
treated as a Pitch and we talk of PS pitch or 
Pitch PS. The pitches where the character widths 
do not vary became known as "Fixed Pitches". 

Line Depth 

i he other factor in printing text is the spacing 
between one line and another, known as the 
Line Depth. Generally, the best results are 
achieved when the line depth is 20% more than 
the point size, though a lower percentage can be 
used with some typefaces without these either 
looking cramped or becoming difficult to read. 


When type came as individual letters cast on 
little blocks of lead, fonts were described by 
both the size of the characters and the size of 
the block. For example, a font might be 
described as 10/12pt meaning lOpt 
characters on 12pt blocks. When setting type, 
the blocks were arranged in rows to make 
lines. The size of the blocks (known as the 
Body size) basically set the line depth used 
for the text, though strips of lead could be 
inserted between the lines to increase their 
spacing. This is the origin of the term 
"leading" (pronounced "ledding") for the 
inter-line spacing, though these days it is 
taken to include the Body size. 

Typewriters, however, have a fixed line 
depth set by the mechanism of the typewriter 
itself. This is generally V 6 ", giving 6 lines per 
inch. The only variation that can be applied 
here is through setting the Line Spacing to 
different multiples of the underlying Line 
Depth, for example to produce double- 
spaced text. 

The merging of traditions 

The printers that you use with a computer 
developed out of typewriters. To start with, 
therefore, they offered a fixed character size 
(between lOpt and 12pt), fixed line depth and 
fixed character spacing. As these printers 
became more sophisticated, they started to 
offer different pitches - including PS - but 
still in just the one basic character size. 

More recent printers, however, have started 
to offer typesetting-style features - a wide 
variety of typefaces and a wide range of 
point sizes and line depths. However, they 
also continue to offer features common to the 
earlier computer printers, so here the two 
traditions meet and merge. 

Take the Hewlett Packard LaserJet III as an 
example. This offers Courier, Line Printer, 

CG Times and Univers fonts. 

The Courier and Line Printer are Fixed Pitch 
fonts which come from the Typewriter/Early 
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Computer Printer tradition. The Courier 

comes in the two traditional 10 and 12 pitch 
sizes, both designed for printing at 6 lines per 
inch, while the Line Printer font is 16.67 pitch 
and is designed for printing at 8 lines per inch. 
However, the Courier fonts are also described 
as 12 and 10 point, respectively, while the Line 
Printer is nominally 8.5pt - an example of the 
merging of traditions. 

The CG Times and Uni vers fonts are 'scalable' 
fonts which come from the Typesetter 
tradition. They can be printed at any size from 

0.25pt to 999.75pt, with line depths to suit. 

In Typewriter terminology, these are both 
PS fonts because the widths of the 
characters vary. 

Fonts and the original 
LocoSerlpt 

Back in 1987 when LocoScript 2 was 
developed, the printers you might use with 
your PCW were all of the Typewriter/Early 
Computer Printer tradition. As a result, 
LocoScript 2 asks you to specify a Character 
Pitch of 10, 12, 15, 17 or PS and a Line Pitch of 
5, 6, 7/2 or 8 lines per inch (5 lpi was included 
to support continental printers while Tk lpi 
was included to support the 24=pin matrix 
printers that were just beginning to become 
available.) 

These printers typically only offered one font 
and so LocoScript 2 documents were also 
limited to one font, though this restriction was 
lifted to some extent when printers like 
LaserJets and DeskJets came on the scene, 
offering both fixed pitch fonts and PS fonts. 
With these printers, the pitch was used to give 
an implicit change of font. Broadly speaking, 
specifying Character Pitch PS selects a PS font 
while specifying one of the fixed pitches 
selects fixed pitch fonts - though precisely 
what happens depends on the printer. 

LocoScript PC was to a great extent just like 
LocoScript 2, though it did allow you to use a 
mixture of fonts in a document provided your 
printer can be switched from one font to 


another in the middle of printing a document. 
It also opened the door to printing in different 
point sizes, through offering typefaces at 
different point sizes as different fonts. 
However, it was still only really supporting 
printers in the Typewriter tradition. 

Fonts and the new 
Professional 

The new wco Script Professional (see page 4) 
supports printers in both the Typewriter and 
Typesetters traditions. The key features are: 

• Font selection which allows you to specify 
the typeface to be used for a section of text. 

• Pitch which you can set to any of 10, 12, 15, 
17 and PS. 

• Point size which can be anything from .1 to 
999. 9pt, though the point size actually used 
depends on what sizes the chosen typeface is 
provided in. If the specified point size isn't 
available, the nearest lower size will be used; if 
there is no lower size, then the smallest 
available size is used. 

• Line Depth which may be set to any fixed 
size, in any of "lines per inch", "points", 
"millimetres" or "inches". There is also an 
"Automatic" setting which causes iOCO Script 
Professional to automatically set the depth of 
each line to the largest point size used on the 
line, plus an appropriate extra percentage 
(usually the conventional 20%). 

With a daisy-wheel printer 

With a daisy-wheel printer, you can only ever 
use one wheel to print each document, though 
you can use different wheels for different 
documents. In LocoScript 2, you specify the 
wheel you are using through the Character Set 
and the Character Style settings; on the PC, 
you specify the wheel through the font. 

Each printwheel carries characters which are 
designed for one particular pitch, which is the 
pitch you should specify in the document, 
whichever version of LocoScript you use. You 


are unlikely to get good results from printing at 
any other pitch. For example, if you specify a 
different fixed pitch, the characters will be 
printed at that spacing with each character 
centred in its space and very possibly 
overlapping its neighbours. 

Daisy-wheel printers usually work at a Line 
Depth of 6 lines per inch, which is catered for in 
all versions of LocoScript. All daisy-wheel fonts 
are deemed to be lOpt, so WC0 Script Professional 

will use lOpt whatever point size is actually set. 
This in turn means that the Automatic Line 

Depth is always 12pt, or 6 lines per inch - just 
as you require. 

Matrix printers and 

BubbleJets 

The special feature of matrix and bubblejet 
printers is that they are able to adjust the width 
of the characters they print according to the 
spacing that you select. As a result, you can set 
whichever Character Pitch you like in your 
document. Generally the height of the characters 
is unaffected, though some printers have 
smaller 15 pitch characters. (In effect the printer 
has a separate font for each pitch, and your 
choice of pitch determines which font is used.) 

These printers normally allow you to print your 
text at either 6 lines per inch or 8 lines per inch, 
which again you can select in any version of 
LocoScript. 

In general, the fonts are all one size which 
L0C0 Script Professional deems to be lOpt (making 
the Automatic Line Depth 12pt or 6 lines per 
inch, just as you require). However some 
printers are capable of printing multiple width 
and multiple height characters. These are not 
really supported by either LocoScript 2 or 
LocoScript PC, except for double-width 
characters. However, they are supported by 
WC0 Script Professional which sees them either as 
20pt, 30pt or 4Gpt characters if both dimensions 
are scaled together or as multiple-height or 
multiple-width characters if only the height or 
only the width is stretched. 


The newest matrix printers, known as 
"ESC/F2" printers, go one stage further and 
offer "scalable" or "multipoint" fonts. When 
working in these fonts, they are behave less 
like other matrix printers and more like the 
LaserJets and DeskJets described below. 

LaserJets and DeskJets 

The settings to make in documents that you 
intend to print on a LaserJet or a DeskJet 
depend on whether you are using LocoScript 
on a PCW or on a PC. 

On the PCW, you need to remember that 
each Character Pitch setting is an implicit 
change of font - because of the way in which 
the printer switches font to suit the Character 
Pitch you have set in the document. Simply 
setting the font you want to use for a 
particular document as the Intended 
Character Set is not enough: you need to set 
the Character Pitch as well. As you learn 
which fonts the printer picks out when you 
change pitch, you should be able to take 
advantage of this to use a mixture of fonts in 
your documents, simply by changing the 
Character Pitch appropriately. 

On the PC, the advice for these printers is to 
set the Character Pitch to PS for all fonts, 
even for fixed pitch fonts like Courier. What 
setting PS does is to leave the spacing to the 
font, which will ensure that you get good 

/ 

results whichever font you select. (If the font 
is fixed pitch, all characters are the same 

width - that's all.) 

With L0C0 Script Professional, you will also be 

i . r . 

able to use these fonts in any of the point 
sizes that your chosen typeface is provided 

in. You similarly get full control over the line 

depths you can set. 

(Another way of looking at the selection of 
PS pitch in L0C0 Scripi Professional is as an 
"escape" from the Typewriter tradition, 
where the primary measure is pitch, into the 
Typesetter tradition where the primary 
measure is point size.) 


Getting the right zero 


PCW/PC 


The PCW and PC versions of LocoScript 
handle slashed and unslashed zeros in 
different ways. On the PCW, the shape of your 
zeros depends on a setting in the Layout 
(though typing [ aTI 0 will always give you an 
unslashed zero); on the PC, the two forms of 
zero are simply different characters. 


One effect of this is that when you transfer a 
document or a datafile from your PCW to your 
PC, the shapes of the zeros are 'frozen" in their 
current form. If you want to change from one 
form of zero to the other, you need either to 
carry out a global exchange (in a document) or 
to go back to the PCW, switch over to the 
different form of zero in the version on that 
machine and then transfer it afresh to your PC. 

When exporting from LocoScript PC to 
LocoScript 2, slashed zeros are transferred as 


standard zeros, with the Layouts set to ensure 
that these are slashed, while unslashed zeros 
are transferred as "CZO 0" characters. As a 
result, any further zeros you type come out 
slashed. If you don't want any slashed zeros in 
your document, you could change the 
Layout(s) and use the QO Options menu to set 
them to produce unslashed zeros. But if you 
use a mixture of slashed and unslashed (or 
you don't expect to do much editing), we 
suggest you leave the Layouts as they are 
and use dO 0 when you want to type an 
unslashed zero. 

Note: When exporting to LocoScript 2 from 
Script Professional vl.05 or later, the zeros 
are all set to be unslashed and the Layouts are 
set so that any further zeros you type will also 
be unslashed. If you wanted slashed zeros, 
you will need to change the Layouts to set this. 


Avoiding waiting for paper 


7cw/pc j 


If you are using a printer like the Canon BJ-lOe 
that is clever enough not to print on its platen 
(and most modern printers are), it is possible to 
avoid having to clear the Taper please' 
message that appears for each page when 
printing on single sheets of paper. 

The way you do this depends on whether you 
are using a PC or PCW. 

On a PC, you simply go into Printer Control 
State, display the fTFi Options menu and ensure 
that the paper sensor is not ignored when using 
single sheet stationery, ie. that there is no 'tick' 
against the Ignore paper sensor option. This 
setting will then be remembered for ever more 
(unless you change it). 


On the PCW, you could also tell LocoScript not 
to ignore the paper sensor - this time, through 
the Paper Type. However, this doesn't just mean 
changing the definition of the Paper Type in the 
Settings file but also in every Template and 
document that uses this paper. To avoid all this 
work, you instead pretend to LocoScript that 
your printer has a sheet feeder attached to it. 
Then LocoScript assumes that a fresh piece of 
paper will automatically be loaded at the end of 
each page and so doesn't need you to clear 
'waiting for paper' before continuing. Provided 
your printer can avoid printing on the platen while 
it is waiting for fresh paper, it doesn't matter that 
it is you doing the sheet feeding rather than 
some mechanical device. 
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To arrange this, you first of all need to be using 
LocoScript 2 v2.26 or later. But assuming that you 
are using a suitable version, you should press QT) 
to display the Settings menu, select Pri nter 
defaults, check your printer is mentioned at the 
top of the Printer Defaults menu, and then select 
Pri nter opti ons. Once in the Printer options 
menu, tick Sheet feeder, then close up the 
menus and save the new Settings file onto your 
Start-of-day disc. Finally, re-load LocoScript to 
put this new setting into practice. 

The only drawback to pretending to have a sheet 
feeder is that if you swap to using continuous 


stationery in your printer, you will have to 
pretend to remove your pretend sheet feeder 
and then re-instate it again when you go 
back to using single sheet stationery. 
However, this isn't a problem on the BJ-lOe 
and similar printers which cannot handle 
continuous stationery anyway. 

Important: The pretence you are making is 
only to LocoScript. DO NOT tell your printer 
that you have a sheet feeder fitted unless you 
actually have one, for example by changing 
any of the DIP switch settings. 


Getting addresses right 


Addresses pose a number of problems in 
documents, particularly where you want to insert 
these directly from a datafile. The following 
describes how to tackle three common problems. 

Stopping post codes 
from breaking 

If you produce a list of addresses from your 
datafile to include in your diary or your 
personal organiser, then you may well be laying 
out each address as a long line - and finding that 
the lines continually break in the middle of the 
post code. 

While you can readily go through the merged 
document replacing standard spaces by hard 
spaces to fix this, it is a bit of a pain to do this 
every time you produce a new version of the list. 

To avoid this, you need to put the hard spaces 

you want into the datafile. In WC0 Script Professional 

/ 

you can type these hard spaces directly (one of 
several minor improvements we've made). In 
other versions, you will need to copy a hard space 

to a Block or Phrase and then paste that into the 
datafile. 


Stopping addresses i pcw / pc i 

from breaking 

When you insert an address into a document, 
you don't want this to be broken across a page 
break. In particular, you don't want such 
breaks in lists of names and addresses created 
from an address datafile. 

While you could sort this out by hand, for 
example by adding appropriate end-of-page 
markers, there's no need to do this as you can 
solve the problem simply by setting the 
overall page break rule to 'Do not break 
paragraphs'. Except for LocoScript T, all 
versions of LocoScript have used a definition 
of a paragraph that allows addresses to be 
treated as paragraphs. 

Note: In both LocoScript 2 and LocoScript PC, 
the page break rule is part of the Document 
Set-up and applies to the document as a 
whole. In L0C0 Script Professional, however, the 
page break rule is a part of the Layout. This 
gives you the flexibility to apply 'Do not 
break paragraphs' to addresses but not to 
other parts of your text, if you want. 



Positioning addresses for window envelopes 


Window envelopes save you printing 
separate address labels, but they require yon 
to get the address in exactly the right place in 
your letter. This involves a certain amount of 
work and calculation, though it is all a lot 
more slick in the new mco Script Professional as 
we shall see. 

With LocoScript 2, you start by measuring 
down from the top of the paper to the place 
you will need the first line of the name and 
address. Make this measurement in inches. 
Multiply this number of inches by 6 to 
convert it into standard lines, round up the 
answer to the next whole number and then 
subtract the total of the Paper Top Gap and 
your Header Zone (both of which you can 
find out by going into the document's 
Document Set-up, pressing Q D to display the 
Page menu and taking the Page layout 
option). The remainder gives you the number 
of the line on which you will need to start the 
name and address. It is then up to you to 
arrange that the address is correctly 
positioned, for example by inserting extra 
blank lines. What is more, you also have to 
ensure that it remains so. 

LocoScript 2 / LocoScript PC LOCO Scvvpt Professional 


Top Page Margin 


Height reserved 
by a single 
Height code 


Top Gap 
Header Zone 
Line numbers 


1 

2 
3 


Address 
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The steps required with LocoScript PC are 
much the same. The main difference is that 
the Paper Top Gap and Header Zone are 
measured in inches or millimetres, so you 
work those units until you have worked out 
how far below the Header Zone the address 

. ■ ■ -t- 

needs to come. You then multiply this 
distance by the Line Pitch you are using to 
give you the line number that you require. 

If you upgrade to ^Script Professional, you 
won t need to count lines and you won t need 
any extra carriage returns. What you use 

instead is a single 'Height' code, which allows 

/ 

you to set the minimum distance between the 
line containing the code and the point at 
which the text re-starts at the left-hand edge 
of the page after an 'End of column code. 
Height codes were originally introduced into 

L0C0 Script Professional for use in laying out 
sheets of labels (in conjunction with the new 
column settings), but we almost immediately 
extended the definition to allow them to work 
in single-column text as well. 

The result is that you just measure the 
distance down the page that you will want the 
first line of the name and address, in inches or 
millimetres as you wish. Then you subtract 
the (first page) Top Page Margin - which is 
equivalent to the Paper Top Gap plus the 
Header Zone - and set a Height code on the 
first line of the document for the remaining 
distance. The only other thing you need is an 
( End Col ) code and a carriage return 
immediately before the address itself. There's 
no need for any extra carriage returns, though 
you should check that you don't have too 
many lines above the address as the Height 
code only sets a minimum distance. 

! 

The WC0 Script Professional approach is 
particularly useful where you want to place 
the address at the bottom of the page because 
the Height code you need is not affected by 
the actual contents of the letter. Indeed, you 
could usefully include it in your Template. 
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Which installer? 

. 

Lpcw/pcI Having used LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell 
for a couple of months on my PCW8512 ; I 

, .. ' ' • • • .a- . . - .. : , . . ' . • . - - 

decided to buy LocoFile as well. But when I 
tried to put LocoFile onto my Start-of-day disc, 

I ■ the following message appeared: 

; ' ' • ' . - . . .. 

"WARNING. This Master Disc came with a 
more up-to-date installer. Put the new installer 
in drive A and start again" 

There was no reference to a more up-to-date 
installer with the disc, so where is it and how 
do I use it? 

[ Mr DT, Hampton Hill 

•c 

Almost every product in the LocoScript 
family (including LocoScript itself) is 
supplied complete with an Installation 
Program on the Master disc for you to use to 
install your new software. As you add extra 

I K ' . - • ; products to your copy of LocoScript, you will 

acquire more copies of the Installation 
Program. 

The point to note about each Installation 
Program is that it includes a copy of the 
LocoScript program itself - or rather of the 
current version of LocoScript when the 
Master Disc was made. The version of 
LocoScript that the Installation Program 
contains is marked on the disc label of the 
disc containing the Installation Program. 

Because of the way the different programs 
v interact, it is important that you always use 
the most recent Installation Program you've 
got = iCo the one marked with the highest 
version number. In fact, this is so important 
that the Installation Program checks both 
your Start-of-day disc and each Master disc 
you insert In case you are not using the most 
recent Installation Program - or 'Installed - 
that you have. Hence the message that you 
saw. 

Before you install any new LocoScript 
program, whether on a PCW or a PC, you 

should ALWAYS inspect all the LocoScript 
Master discs that you have of the appropriate 
LocoScript family and use the Installation 
Program front the disc(s) marked with the 
highest version number. 


Drawing boxes 

i pcw/pc 1 1 would like to put some of the text in 
the book I'm working on into boxes. I can find 
my way easily enough to the box and line 
characters but my efforts either fail to make the 
lines of the surrounding box join up, break up 
the text within the intended box or both. 

Could you please tell me if there is some 
simple way of constructing a box and inserting 
text within it? 

Mr DMH, Paris 

The first thing to remember when using 
boxes and lines is that they are just 
characters and so behave in the same way as 
ordinary text. So if you set up a box on the 
screen and then type inside that box, the 
right-hand edge of the box will move to the 
right or wrap onto the next line as you type, 
giving the type of distorted shapes you 
describe. 

The way to avoid this distortion is to erase 
the extra spaces and move from line to line 
using the cursor keys: donft let your text 
wrap or use the carriage return key. The box 
should then return to its correct shape. (If 

you are using LocoScript PC, you may find it 
easier to work in Overstrike mode in which 
the spaces you have inserted between the 
edges of the box are automatically 
overwritten by the text you type between.) 

Alternatively, instead of setting up the box 
first, you could type both the box characters 
and your text at the same time - though you 
may find it quite hard work swapping 
between the different supershifts containing 
these characters. 

The other thing we recommend for drawing 
boxes is that you use one of the fixed 
character pitches for both the box and the 
text within it. If you don't use one of the 
fixed pitches, the neat and tidy box you set 
up on the screen will more than likely be 
distorted when you print it out. The 
alternative is to use tabs to set the positions 

of the edges of the box (and the left-hand 
edge of the text). 
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Getting more lines 

i pcw/pc 1 1 have been trying to get the enclosed 
58-line chart onto a single sheet of paper but 
without success. I use 1 1 " continuous paper on 
my Epson FX-80 printer. If the gap at the top 
could be done away with, there would be 
enough space. Can you help me? I am using 
LocoScrspt PC vl .55. 

Mr JH, Bristol 

From the sample print-out you sent, we can 
see that your document allows space for 
headers and footers when you are not actually 
using any headers and footers in your 
document. If you were to close up the space 
for headers and footers, you would have 61 
lines available on each page which gives you 
enough space for your 58-line chart. 

To close up this space, edit the document 
containing the chart and then use the QD 
menu (QD on the PCW) to go into Document 
Set-up. Once in the Document Set-up, press 
QD to display the Page menu, select the Page 
1 ayout option and press QD* When the next 
menu is displayed, set both the Header and 
Footer zones to zero, then close up first the 
Page layout menu and then the Page menu. 
Finally, check that you don't have any header 
or footer text (as this would stop you using all 
the page for your chart), then leave Document 
Set-up and save the document to disc. 

Your chart should now fit on your paper. 


Printing Greek 

i pcw/pc I I am having problems printing out 
Greek letters on my Olivetti JP 350S. I enclose a 
disc containing a file I typed in Greek, together 
with two copies of the printout in different fonts 
(they both have characters missing) and a test 

print from the printer itself. How do I print the 
missing characters? 

Rev JDH, Chelmsford 

LocoScript basically runs each printer in one 
of two modes. Standard or Download. In 
Download mode, LocoScript itself sends the 
character shapes to the printer and so it can 
print any character in the LocoScript 


Ordering symphonies 

f pc I I have a datafile of classical music on my 
PC, with a 'Works' index that has the composer 
as the main key and the name of the work as the 
sub-key. This works fine in most cases, but when 
it comes to Symphony No 1, Symphony No 3, 
Symphony No 12, the datafile orders these on the 
basis of Symphony No 1, Symphony No 12, 
Symphony No 3. I know I could use 01 02 03 etc. 
to overcome the problem but it looks rather odd. 
Is there any other solution? 

Mr RB, Stornoway 

As you are using LocoScript PC, there is 
another solution. This is to set up your Works 
index again but this time with the main key 
(the composers) sorted alphabetically but the 
sub-key (the symphonies etc.) sorted in 
'Section number' order. 

Section number order was primarily intended 
to sort section numbers like 2.10 which needs 
to be put after 2.9 rather than after 2.1, but it is 
also capable of sorting letters into alphabetical 
order so that it can handle section numbers 
like 1.2.3a and 1.2.3b properly. 

In the case you have here, it will sort 
Symphony No' etc. alphabetically and then 
order the numbers as if these were section 
numbers, giving you the result you require. 
However, you will need to ensure that the 
titles you are trying to sort are no more than 
30 characters long. 


Character Set. In Standard mode, however, 

the printer can only print characters that the 
printer itself provides, and LocoScript 
replaces any other characters you specify by 

spaces so that you have room to write these 

in by hand. 

LocoScript doesn't (at the moment anyway) 
support Download mode on your Olivetti 
printer. In general. Download mode is only 
supported on 24-pin dot-matrix printers. As a 
result, the only characters that you can print 
are ones that your printer itself provides. 
From the test printout you sent, we see that 

this limits the Greek letters you can print to 

apF 7iZa|iiTO©Q5(pe. 


Penman problem 

ircwi I'm having a problem with LocoFont on my 
PCW8256. I cannot get it to print in the Penman 
font in Pitch 1 5 as suggested. It comes out 
looking like the Standard font. It will however 
print correctly in all larger pitches. 

MrJCZ, London 

If you look again at the LocoFont 'About the 
fonts' leaflet (now included in the LocoFont 
booklet. Ed.), you will see that we recommend 
using Scale Pitch 15 but Character Pitch PS 
for the Penman font. It also explains that, 
even in High Quality, 15-pitch and 17-pitch 
will be printed using 'Draft' characters which 
are similar to the Standard font. 

Your document uses a Scale Pitch of 12 and 
Character Pitches of 12 and 15, with the result 
that the 15-pitch text is printed in a Standard- 
like font. If you change your document to use 


Repeated records 

Please find enclosed a disc containing 
my AWALKERS datafile which I have based on 
your CLUBFILE datafile and my PUBSCLUB 
Master which I created from the LISTALLBDG 
building block. Merging the two files repeats the 
program four times but not in the same order. 
Can you help please? 

Mr NN, Leicester 

We have looked at your datafile and Master 
document and have found that the Surname 

index you are using has five alternative main 
keys. 

Alternative main keys, in effect, cause the 
program to search every record under each of 
the headings that you have picked out as a 
key item. As a result, each record appears 
many times over in the list you are producing 
- and in different orders according to the 
information that is stored in your main-key 
items. 

The problem will go away if you create and 
use a new index with just a single main item 
or a main item with a single sub-key* 


Character Pitch PS and set the Scale Pitch 
to 15, Penman will be printed in the way we 
recommend. 

Changing the Scale Pitch is covered in 
the section on 'Changing the Layout' in 
Session 11 of the LocoScript 2 User Guide. 

Note: The Old English font also uses 
Standard-like characters when printing in 
15- or 17-pitch, while the Capital, Mini PS, 
Mini 15/17 and Modem fonts all use a 
version of the Standard font when printing 
in Draft Quality. However, this use of the 
Standard font only happens when you are 
using LocoFont on the PCW f s built-in matrix 
printer. The versions of the LocoFont fonts 
used on 24-pin download printers all 
generate all their Draft Quality characters 
from the High Quality designs. 


Distorted records 

[EWpcI I am having problems printing cards 
from the enclosed LocoFile datafile. When I 
print the cards on the built-in matrix printer, 
they are indeed laid out just as they are on the 
screen. But when I print them on my Panasonic 
R1 93, the items are mixed up and it doesn't 
look the same as the original file at all Please 
could you explain where I have gone wrong. 

Ms AS, Salisbury 

The problem you are having in printing your 
datafile is that your datafile Is set to print in 
17 pitch but your printer is set to print in 
10 pitch. The Panasonic R193 is not one of 
the printers that LocoScript can switch to a 
different pitch by sending codes. Instead, it 
is forced to print in whatever pitch is set on 
the printer, where necessary wrapping the 
text from line to line as you have seen. 

In your case, your cards will probably fit 
on the page if you simply set the printer to 
15 pitch before you print, but ideally you 
should change both the printer and the 
datafile to print In 15 pitch. 


Unknown MATRIX printer 

CEO I'd appreciate help with the following 
problem. Since buying LocoScript PC, I've 
transferred several documents from my 
PCW8512 to the PC using LocoLink 2. I'm now 
trying to print these on my Oki Microline 380 
but when I do this, multi-page documents 
sometimes throw the last line of a page onto a 
new page all of its own, and also I seem to be 
restricted to one font. I d also like to get rid of 
the 'WARNING Unknown printer' message I get 
every time I edit or create a file and of the 
Current printer not as intended' message that 

appears on printing. I am using LocoScript PC 
vl.54. 

Mr j V, London 

The source of all your problems is that the 
documents and templates you have 
transferred from your PCW to your PC are 
. s till set up for your PCW's built-in matrix 
printer, rather than for the Oki Microline 
printer that you are using with your PC. 

The Unknown printer' message is warning 
you that the document you are editing is not 
set up tor the printer you have installed on 
your PC (or when you have just created the 
document, that the template that is being 
used is not set up for this printer), while the 
"Current printer not as intended' message is 
telling you that the document is set up for a 
different printer to the one you are currently 
using with your PC. The odd extra lines and 
the fact that you can only print in one font 
are also effects of not having the document 

set up for the printer on which it is being 

printed. 

To get rid of the messages - and get your 
documents printed as you intend - you need 
to cake the option offered in the "Unknown 
printer 7 message and go into the Document 
Set-up of each document and template that is 
affected. Once there, you need to select your 
Oki printer and the fonts on this printer that 
yon would like to use in the f6 Printing menu 
as described in Sections 10.2 and 10.3 of the 
LocoScript PC Reference book. It would also 
be a good idea to check the Paper Type 
setting in the f5 Page menu in Document 


Set-up to ensure that your documents are set 
up for one of your Standard Paper Types: 
this is described in Section 10.4. Save the 
document to disc when you have made these 
changes and you should find it prints 
correctly in future. 

/on don't say how many documents and 
templates you've transferred to your PC but 
you will need to correct the printer and paper 
settings in every one of them. However, this 
won't be as arduous a task as it might seem 
because with vl.54 (or indeed any version 
since vl.50), after making the settings you 
need in one document you can then copy 
these to any other document by using the 
Topy Document Set-up facility. 

(With I0C0 Script Professional (see page 4), you can 
get the desired result simply by linking the printer 
and paper settings in each document and template 
to your Basic Template. Ed.) 



Disordered dates 


l.rcw/pc i I am using v2.30 of LocoScript 2 on my 
PCW85 12 and I am having problems indexing 
my datafile in chronological order by month 
and day. I he f2 'Use this Index' option doesn't 
seem to work properly. There seems to be some 

V , 

attempt to arrange the records, but they are not 
all in the right place. As I work for a charity 
I need to know on which month we have to 
approach our sponsors. S enclose a copy of my 
datafile. 

e 

Ms SH, Liss 

The reason that LoeoPile can't arrange your 
records in chronological order is because 
wherever you wanted a zero you have 
actually typed an upper case 'O'. Similarly, 
you have typed lower case Ts Instead of 
ones. 'O and T may be visually similar to 
'0 'and '1' but the result is that you are using 
letters where LocoFile is expecting you to use 
numbers and so the date sorting doesn't 
work as you expect. If you go through your 
datafile and change all the 'O's to '0's and 
an the 'l's to '1's, you should find that your 
date index will work properly. 
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Vanishing Bold 

L : ri i have noticed that when I print a certain 
document on the PCW's built-in matrix printer, 

‘ ' ^ +Bold) option that have I have selected for 
readings is only printed in bold when I use draft 
quality. When i try to print in high quality, the 
bold disappears and al! the text appears the same. 
Is this a fault in my document, or in LocoScript 
itself, and is there any way that I can keep the 

bold? I enclose a copy of the document and my 
Start-of-day disc. 

Major M B, Nuneaton 

There Is no problem with either LocoScript or 
. your document: your headings dorftt appear 
bold in high quality because you have also 
chosen to print these in 15 pitch. And the 
reason for that lies in the way bold is produced 
on the PCW matrix printer. 

When printing draft quality, LocoScript 
produces the bold effect by printing the 
required characters once, then moving the 
printhead a fraction of an inch sideways and 
printing them again. However when you select 
high quality, al! characters are already printed 
in this way; to produce bold, the characters 

. v v 

have to be printed three times. 

When the text Is in 10 or 12 pitch or PS, there is 
no problem printing characters three times. But 
in 15 or 17 pitch, it smudges the characters so 
badly that we decided not to do this. 

If you want your headings to be bold, pick a 
larger pitch for these. Alternatively you could 
use another kind of emphasis for your 
headings, such as underline or italic. 

What character do I need? 

I rcw/pcj I am trying to set up a Master document to 
select records from my datafile but I am unable to 

find the appropriate key combination to give me 
the special character used to introduce the 
conditional statements the manual says I need, 
i wonder if you can tell me how ! achieve this. 

Dr MG, High Wycombe 

The character you are referring to is the hash 
sign which you should find engraved on one 


Omitted line numbers 

fEw) We have recently purchased an Amstrad 
PcW9256 with LocoScript 2. Today it came to 
our attention, when editing a document, that the 
line counter at the top right-hand side of the 
screen doesn't count the following lines: 7, 1 3, 
20, 26 etc. I would be very pleased if you could 
sort out this problem for me. Apart from this, we 
are very pleased indeed with LocoScript 2. 

Mr HML, Bristol 

We suspect you have set the Line Pitch in 
your document to something other than 6 
lines per inch. 

The Line Pitch sets the fundamental spacing 
of the lines of text down your page - 
expressed as a number of lines per inch. The 
standard spacing is 6 lines per inch, but you 
can set it to 5, 71 or 8 lines per inch if you 
want You can see what Line Pitch is set by 
looking at the Information lines at the top of 
the screen: the Line Pitch is shown as LP 
followed by a number. 

The point is that the line counter at the top of 
the screen is not counting lines of text but 
lines at the standard 6 lines per inch spacing, 

no mmet whst Llne Pitch or Llne Spacing 
you have selected. That way it provides a 

consistent measure of how far down the page 
you are working, rather than one that varies 
according to what Line Pitch and Line 
Spacing you have set 

I^o te: You don't get the same effect in 
LocoScript PC because the line counter 
counts lines of the current Line Pitch. 


of the keys on your keyboard (near the 
carriage return key). 

W e guess the reason you didn't spot this is 
because the symbol shown in the user guides 
looks like this #, rather than like this #. This is 
purely a consequence of the typeface we 
decided to use for screen text in our user 
guides (Letter Gothic). Since your letter, we 
have decided to go over to using Helvetica for 
this character (as in the second # shown here). 
We hope this will clear up the confusion. 
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Persistent margins 

i pcw/pci After writing two pages of my members list 
program, I discovered 1 wanted to move the 
margins out. So 1 went back to the top of the 
document, selected Change Layout and changed 
the margins. But as soon as I moved the cursor 
down to the first line, the margins went back to 
their original positions. Please can you help. 

Mr GS, Filey 

We rather suspect that when you originally set 
the margins and tabs in your document, you 
chose the New Layout option to set up the 
Layout you wanted. This inserted a Layout code 
at the beginning of your document. 

When you moved the cursor back to the top of 


the document before changing the Layout, the 
cursor was moved right to the very beginning 
of the document - before this Layout code. As 
a result, when you selected the Change Layout 
option (called Amend Layout in LocoScript PC), 
you changed the Layout used right at the start of 
the document (Stock Layout 1) - but you didn't 
change the Layout code that was actually being 
used to lay out your text. Thaf s why the margins 
changed back to their original positions when 
you moved the cursor down your document. 

What we suggest you do is edit your document, 
and then use the QT} Options menu to show 
codes. You should now be able to see the 
Layout code you inserted. Delete this code, 
then call up the QE3 Layout menu, take the 
Change Layout option and set your margins. 


Printer not listed 


fpcwi I recently purchased a Canon BJ-lOe for 
use with my PCW9512 and I have just bought 
the Printer Support Pack, but so far I have had 
no success in using the Bubbiejet printer. 


I've got the following files copied to the 
SYSTEM group of my Start-of-day disc: 


24BJ10E1.PRI (renamed 24PIN.PRI), LQ24.DRV, 
INSTALL.DRV and the four 24PIN.# files. I've 
switched off, reloaded, checked all the files 


were transferred to Drive M and pressed EMU but 


this comes up with the following list of printers: 


24BJ10E1 ? 
PCW9512 

D630 ? 
DMP ? 


- not the 24PIN I need. (I assume the ?$ mean 
that the software is not accepting these printers 
for some reason.) Please could you tell me what 
I'm doing wrong? 


Mr TIB, Chorley 


The first thing to say is that you have the 
correct files in group 0 (the SYSTEM group) of 
your Start-of-day disc. You are also right in 
your assumption that the printers marked 
with a ? are not being accepted by the 
software. 


The problem here is that LocoScript has space 
for the names of four printers in its Settings 


file but unfortunately three of these spaces are 
currently taken up by printer names you don't 
need. Two of these (D630 and DMP) came 
from your original Amstrad system; at a rough 
guess, the other (24BJ10E1) came from your 
first attempt at installing the new files - before 
you renamed the file 24PIN.PRI. 

To get rid of unwanted printers, you first 
have to get rid of the files for these printers 
from both Drive M and your Start-of-day disc, 
and then remove their names from the 
Settings file* 

The ?s next to these names show that you have 
already removed the files, so all you need to do 
is to remove their names from the Settings file. 
To do this, move the cursor to For pri nter in 
the QT) Settings menu and press 1 enter! , then 
highlight one of the printers marked ? and 
press [cun . This removes the printer name from 
the list and then takes you back to the previous 
menu. Now repeat these steps to remove the 
other two unwanted printers. 

You should now find thaf 24PIN has been 
added to the list as you require. All you have 
to do now is save the new Settings file to disc, 
but before you do this, you might like to set 
your new printer as your Standard printer - 
that is, the one LocoScript is automatically set 
up for immediately after loading. You should 
then have no problem printing your 
documents to your new printer. 
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Disappearing results 

i pcw/pc i I'm trying to emulate the application in the 

LocoFile manual that carries out a selective 
mailshot using the index to select the required 
group of records. (There is a similar program in 
LocoScript PC's Database & Mai I merge book , Ed.) 

I copied the example from the manual and added 
a loop to repeat the merge. This gave me: 

(+Mai 1 )$="Sal utati on"+» 

1 oop - S3 (+Mai 1 ) +* 

I flag = 

#f 1 a g=0 :<:$$" John ": fl ag=l : > ** 

#Sal utati on*" John" : < : $="" : $$"999999 " : * : ><h 
Surnames 
$++* 

( “Mail) "+> 

%loop@Sal utati on ( -Mail <- 

The documents merge okay, but just after the last 
line appears on the monitor, it reverts back to the 
Disc Management Screen. Please help! 

Mr JK, Macclesfield 

The problem with your Master document is the 
command *. This command tells LocoScript to 
discard the current document, which you don't 
want to do as the current document is the one 
you have extracted voux information to. The 
answer is simply to remove the * from your 
document. (Incidentally, the lines beginning 
!flag«. and #flag«. don't need to be inside the 
'loop' program unit because they only need to 
be executed once.) ? 


Using the Printer Support Pack 

fpcwi I am returning the discs from the Printer 
Support Pack I've bought to use with my PCW95 1 2 
because I believe them to be faulty. I have tried to • 
load the programs from Discs 1 , 2 and 3 but all I 
saw was a flashing screen. I would be grateful if 
you could check and correct these discs. 

Miss EJM, Moenchengladbach 

It would appear from your letter that you were 
trying to start up your machine from Discs 1, 2 
and 3 of the Printer Support Pack. This is not 
the way to use the printer files on these discs. 

As a PCW9512 user, you need to start up from 
Disc 4 of your set - the Printwheels Disc. This 
runs an Installation Program which creates 
a new LocoScript Start-of-day disc for you, 
following the procedure given in the section on 
'Updating an existing LocoScript system' in the 
Update Information booklet. (For all other 
PCW users, the Installation Program to use is 
on Disc 1 of your Printer Support Pack. 

PcW9256 and 9512+ users, however, must start 
by loading their existing LocoScript and then 
use the special 3-key reset isfhFFI fExrmi \ relay i .) 

Once you have created your new Start-of-day 
disc, follow the steps given in Part I of the PCW 
External Printers Guide to add the files you 
need from Discs 1, 2 and 3 to this disc and then 
update your Settings file. (Note: This last step 
is very important and shouldn't be overlooked.) 


Smiling faces 


I'm having trouble using characters such 


as ... in my documents. I press the correct keys 
according to the diagrams in Appendix III of the 
LocoScript PC Reference book but what appears 
in my document is a flashing face. The Keytops 
display shows all flashing faces for the Alt key 
m-c o', us a few for the Ctrl key. Hopefully you 
w i : b e able to remedy this. 

Rev RP, Bushey 

e ? e ’ : e ve the reason you are getting 
flashing; races on the screen is that you are 
us in i tir s creen in Text mode. In Text 


mode, only the more common characters can 
be displayed and any others are shown as 
flashing faces to draw your attention to this. 

We don't know which monitor you have but it 
can probably be run in a graphics mode. You 
can select this through the QO Screen menu in 
Settings mode: Chapter 3 of the Installation & 
Configuration book gives details. 

In the meantime, you should note that the 
flashing faces are only a screen effect. If you 
print the document, you should find that the 
characters the flashing faces replaced are 
actually printed (assuming your printer is 
capable of printing them). 


cri 


We know that many disabled people 
use LocoScript because of the various 
features we have included to help them. 
The following is the experience of Mrs. 
Doris Easter, who is registered blind and 
uses LocoScript 2 on a PCW8512. 

44 Loss of sight is usually accompanied 
by loss of the ability to read and write 
legibly. A felt-tipped pen and large 
capital letters are useful, but not really 
sufficient for official communications or 
even letters to family and friends. 
Fortunately, ,there are a number of 
mechanical aids on the market - from 
typewriters to computers and word 
processors. 

There is not a lot of difference between 
the price of an electronic typewriter 
and a word processor. But where an 
electronic typewriter will let you see 
each line of type before it is committed 
to paper, a word processor lets you see 
the whole of your document, correct 
spelling or typing errors, or even change 
the whole layout. In addition, you can 
make any number of copies, each of the 
same quality as the top copy. 

It can take a little time to get used to a 
word processor but it is time well spent. 

I bought my PCW two years after being 
registered blind. I had never handled a 
computer before. At first, every time 
I used the machine I feared it would 


display a very rude comment whenever 
I made a mistake! But it didn't happen 
and we are still good friends. 

LocoScript 2 seems the easiest program 
to use. Since version 2.28 it has had the 
added facility of letters more than %” tall 
on the screen, which is really useful 
when one has poor sight. After writing 
the document, I select 'Large edit 
characters' and run the spell check to 
correct any errors before committing it 
to paper. 

The PCW's dot-matrix printer can only 
produce letters of the height of normal 
print, though letters may be printed 
twice normal width. This is fine for 
headlines and titles but, to my mind, it 
does not make for easier reading if all 
the print is double width. The extra 
option of 'Bold' print however does 
make letters stand out more sharply and 
so is useful to people with poor sight. 

I have now had my PCW for a number 
of years and consider it money well 
spent. I can lay out my letters and 
documents just as I want, and the PCW 
stores a copy on disc should I need it 
again. It even has the complete 
manuscript of a book on one small 

disc! 

I am still not familiar with computer 
jargon, but word processing saves me 
both time and heartache.” 
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